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AE ComaiGon of. 1 ener 

met at Edinburgh November 1133 
their Act and bac. toad” Mr Ebenezey 
_ Erskine Minifter at Stirling, Mr. Willians . 
2 2 Miniſter at Perth, Mr. Alexander Mp 


Minifter N ac and Mr. James Fiper Miniſter act 


Kinclayen, to be no longer Miniſters of this Church, &c. 
the Intimation of the above Sentence, the foreſaid 
gave in a Proteftation, bearing a Seceſſion from the Judicato- 


U 


ries of the Church, Aa. that it ſhould be lawful and wars 


rata for them to exerciſe the Keys of Doctrine, Diſci. 
pine and Government, according to the Word of God, Con- 
ſſion of Faith, and the Princip ples and Conſtitutions of the 
Covenanted Church of tp hom 
As the Reaſons of their Seceſſion were] publiſhed ſometin 


thereaftes, .in a Paper intituled, 4 Teft 4 to the DoBtrine, 


BWorfip, Government and Diſcipline of the Church of Scotland 
ſo, in | Conſequence er the Jaft Part of their above Prote fe. 
tion, after mature ſerious Deliberation, they came 2 
Reſolution to conſtitute themſelves into a Presbyteriat 1 
for the Exerciſe of Church Government and Diſciplibe, as 
the Lord ſhauld clear up their Way; And that for the fol- 
lowing weighty * © 1 
1. The Keys of Government and Diſcipline are given to 
Minifters, and belong to the Paſtoral Office, as well as 5 
Key of Dotrine: we 225 this Difference, That the Key of 
may be exerciſed by every fingle Paſtor alone; 
y of Government and Diſcipline muſt be ex- 
erciſed by Paſtors two or three in collegio. And when they 


5 Wy oe, that ſour Miniſters, being thruft out all at once from 
: no Communion with the preſent Judicatortes, were 


tent Number for afloci together for the Exer- 


as Gorernment and Diſcipline, they judged it a ſpecial 
and yery 2 Call in cid dence, to aſſociate them 


5 Presby rially, that they might be i in a Condition and 
n 10 rer al the Parts 0 their Paſtoral Office, c- 


- cording 


having by 


* 


1 peru 

tothe Power and Authority given them by the Lord 
e aeotth 16. 19. Chap. 18. 18. Jobs 20. 23. and his 

>xprels Commayd to Tt od Tk of 70d, Accs 
20.28: 1 Pet. 5. 2. t 

„ r 


| . the a of — Word. © | 
t elves Aloclate 
eee le ee 


went and 
_ — — nb given them from the Lord 2 - 


were encouraged to this Step from the Promiſe of the 
| e, Matib. 1: It being plain from the 

3 by gathering together in Chrif's Name, is Chiefly 
ended meeting together in a judicative Capacity, for the 
5 the Key 
. that, when they were conftirute in his 
4 nary RY. laim to the l 


Order e which! is 1 5 the 8 of 
Grin among mes, Canftications of this 
Church; but alſo to difti th ben es from theſe of the 
Seffarian and 1 W, who Jo ge! the Keys of Go- 
2 bi Pe in the epbole Community of 


| candy in e ing ; 
' under the Wette ol Violence and Oppreffion by the Intru⸗ 
2 of Miniſters upon them, and crying for Hel Re- 
= from the ſudicatorics of the eſtabliſhed. Fry 25 
r Therefore, fince ee by ger a Fer ep hy * 
were t ruſt dur from the | Judicatories, rhey judge 5 
they catred i into a Prerbyterial' A they Wow: 
better ( apacity for affording E ip Th Tie 1 5 it 2 = ; 
. 
ord of es an tuti t 
Gurch of Pt a N 4 of; 17 th 
L 99 2 They likewiſc 8 it ĩnc t upon chem. not on 
—— y N 5 4 endeavour to lifr up a 3 
| ony s Covenanted Reformation,and againſt che 
_ preſent Declinings and Backſlidings from the l u : 
fe the Judicatories were carrying on OR 
iding 
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N Fe hl er Cate Engr Like 
write they fonnd, that the AR of the faid Aſſembly * i 
concerning Mfnifterial Freedom, was ſo far from 
n which b NE Mei Sri 
| n was contended for, that 
their Teſtimony in this Point was ;by the faid Act materially 
condemned, in ſo far as the Act declares, That due and regular 
8 — Nr, not 4 nor reftrained by the pre- 
| s Deciſion in the Proceſs again ai aid 
fir, As eter hve entry 
bly 17 ledged to be paſt in their Favours, t her with 
22 'the faid Afſembl ese Mini ſterial Freedom, in- 
| the Grounds upon which they found them- 
— pes d to declare 2 Seceffion from the Jadicatories, 
_ — the Matter covdems the Teftimony which the Jad 
Duty to give againſt the Proceoding of the Aff oh 
All that was done by the forefaid Aſſembly 1734, 
e the proteſting Miniſters, was, That the Synod of 
75555 and Stirling was impowered, upon ſome political Con- 
= non to reſtore the faid Miniſters to their e 


Char 
ll fp 
t 
and, 1 concerting the 9 of e 
Tine, = re unwarrantable Ferms of Miniſterial and Chri- 
Man Communion are impoſed upon the Miniſters and Mem- 
bers of this Church, fands Fills in Force: As alfo, that no 
25 Teſfimony was lifted up againſt the groſs Errors over- 


an. @ amwas S..c.c oo ics 4. + 1 


eading the whole Land, Therefore, for Ntheſe and thelike 
eaſons which are laid open more full in a Print publiſhed 
ely before the Meeting of the Aſſembiy 173 * aſſo- 
late Miniſters had not Freedom to re-enter into the Judicato- 
_ ries of the Church, by the Door which was at that Time o- 


Kned unto them, But, in regard the foreſaid Aſſembly 1738 


Fare err g. neee 


did —— Garnen. 
cid 2 Commiſſions, 
Duty to continue their Meetings at That 
without ag to an A er 


n * | 
* 1 
» 
* * . 
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and Concern, which a to be in the 
embly, was ſomewhat cooled and . blunted : 
was preſs ;d by Inſtructions from ſeveral Presbyteries that the 


Te. 


this, — other - Motions toward Reformation, were n 


— Aſſembly ap 7 their reſpective Com 
appoint a National Faſt, 

Ring: there was no particular Enumeration of the Evils and 
Defections of the Day and Time herein we live: This, 


bly, and which. are more full 
and Teftimony, were a lamentable Evidence, that a 
and thorow Reformation was neither aimed nor intended. 


fill further backward fr, 5 like true 


Synod and Presbytery of Dumfries to inroll the Intruder into 
the Pariſh of 7 , as + Member of theſe Judicatories. 


of Church-hiſtory at K. Andreas, which have a manifeſt 
| Tendency to ſubvert. all Religion Natural and 


as will appear in the following Act and Teſtimony 

have likewiſe ted his pernicious Principle pra... 
Self-love; whereby „ inftcad of removing the He, aw 
and ſtrong . of Seceſſion is added. wk 


. Sins of former Times; but beholding with 
Regrete the Conduct ot ſome former General Aſſemblies, 
that, inſtead of going 
— — beer in many hs += 2 
Artnr uty, 


2 
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"When Voc oh, f able wet at Edinbergh 453% | 
or tho it 
Acceptance of Preſentations might be duly #eftified againſt, yer 

political Conſiderations laid aſide; and tho both this —_ 
yet, in theſe Acts for National Fa- . 


together with ſome other Ste ps taken by. y the be — — 
y narrated.in the following a 


When the General Aſſembly met Anno 1736, they went 
work. They appointed the 2 ytery of Stirling to proceed | 
to the ——— * A Preſentee to 7 Pariſh of Denny, tho 


the Elders and far greater Part of the People of that Pariſn 
were diſſenting and reclaiming : Likewiſe they appointed. the 


And further, inſlead of condemning the many groſs and dan- 
gerous Errors, vented by Mr. Arcbibold Campbell Profeſſor 


| they diſmiſſed him without any Cenſure whatſoever: And, 
The Aliniſters aſſociate having thus waited ſor a Com- 


fiderable Time, 1e ſee if the Judicatories of the Church 
would lift u 4 particular Teſtimony againſt the Evils of the 


forward in 8 they 
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Day, to emit 4 4 
Arise, —— Diſcipline of the Church 
of ' &otland, and againf} former and "preſent Deſections 
fromthe ſame, and that for the fol] Reaſons; ¾ 
1. The Iniquities — — s of former Times have 
: hever been —— acknow nor condemned the 
Lasch Church fince the Revolution; A 
ve the valuable Pieces of Reformation once *. 92 
vy this Church and Land, nor the Contendings and Wreft. 
Hngs of the former ſoffering Period againſt Defections from 
the fanie, been judictally juſtified — 3 tho the 
Wemer are juſt Grounds of the Lord's rroverſy againſt 
the Land, and the bitter the Prev s and the Honour of 


—— Tho the Backſlidings and Deſeckions of this Church 
ne many, and a Flood of Error and Profaneneſs at preſent 
ws the Land; yet a Banner is not judicially diſplayed 
| Truth, and again the proving IE —_—_— 
And therefore, a 


8 r 1 


. bY £ * = ©. A 


> A judicial T y appears neceſſa 1 
Tithe, for the Glory of for the — — and Con- 
e e hor rhe ee of 


- and that Truth may be tranſmitted to them with 
icable Teſtimony thereunto: For it muſt be own'd, that 
thidis a Debt which one Generation owes to another, to uſe 
— — 7 to  ranſmit the Truths of God in their 


and con- 


han — 510 bie 1 * Providence, 
ted tories of the Church to caſt wee 
cmamon with —_ Minifters, at a Time when the Cur- 
tent of Defection was ſtrong; and they havi | at the ſame 
Time made a Seceſſon from them, upon the 
tained in their Proteftation given in to the Commiſſion Novem- 
ber 1733, and more fully laid open in their Teſtimony after 
publiſhed; and theſe Reaſons and Grounds of their 
not being to this Day removed ; ; they Judge, that 
ee Ker Aſſociation, 
for the Reaſons above condeſcended upon, that the ſame ado- 
Fable Providence calls them to lift e God, and gg. 
Weil Teſtimony for the Trutbs of God, and 
Courſe of Ba from the ſume: And to this 
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9 The 8 Worſhip, Gorefvment ye” 
| .. Diſcip line of - be har ol Corigna, 
9 the Contelhon of Exch, the National Co 
" venant of Gotland, and the Solemn Lage 
Nr Covenant of the Three Nations; 
AGAINST ſeveral Steps of DeleRion 
it from the ſame, both in * and preſent 
Times: By ſome Miniſters aſſoti⸗ 
ber the Exerciſe of Church Government and 


0 ine an a Presbyterial Sibi e 
E 18 


om Perth, the third Da 
; . thouſand 2 
"cars... Which Day and Place Fhe 
net being met, and int 
; Led Conlideration the low 49 
Relig gion at t this Day, the ma nifold De- 
A, fections rd neg yan". all Ranks, 


. x an nd prefeny Times, fron 
ſtitutions of 14 Br: al ch as 4 valuable Truſt 


o/ his Church and Peop 
fire and Preſervatio® of which, the whole Land 
the moſt ſo- 


indiſpenſibly bound and. obliged, 
conſidering 
che 


a acs i as. coat. aces nung 


N A* "AY 


1 
4 
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to their 


Tenn Covenant-Engagements: Aud eſp 77 


— 


| fa 
ive preſet Otbinth'and Spreading of dangerous and pern. 
e and the many Tres that are done to the Go> 
vernment and Diſcipline of the Houſe of God'atnorigft us; 
rogether with the- abound Sin, Wickedneſs and Profane- 
neſs of the preſent Genera , and the deep urity” 
ral Stupidity that prevails under our national Sig and 
NIritual Jo B all bich God is highl 1 = 7 
and provoked, bis San rofaned, the gdom of 
Son undermined, and yo dle Land involved in the dread· 
ful Guilt f Po, | from the Lord: Wherefore 
Preghytery fel ves bound in Duty, to caſt ĩn cher Mae 
: of a e the many great and wonderful Appeirani 
E of the ordHor this Church aud Eand, and to the 0 
Worſhip, G bent and Difc EE ce Le 
therein, agreeable to the holy Tptores, our Confeſſien of 
Faith and Catcchiſms, the = 01 naF Covenant of Geotland; 


and the Solemn League and t of the Three Nano; 

as alſo againſt he Inuries 290 he Indignities done ants, 
and rhe Encroachments, Vi | obs and Breaches made ui a 
the ſame to 3-Y" "3.224 3 2 R . (1033605; #7 


To this they reckon ben arg warned, tren We brd 
Rice and Example of the Gn So * God re. 
corded in Scriptüre, ; 
markable Appear 
they have met with, together Wirh their own deep — 

tude and hafnens Provocations:” Howe — an older and later 
Date; and alſb from the Practſer act ESM ple ot thisChureh 
in former Timer: Apd lewſf! "they: race #-Teftrmony of 
lay, for the Tiformation of the 'prefent "= 
neration, who hive generally Toft” the Knowledge, both of 
what God has done for Setter, and of the Grounds — | 
| Cauſes of his righteowun el and Controverſy: 
the Co wid Fion and Humiliation of - eg 


Minift ers or ener in — tid, — 
do, in the f Plate, irh thabkfül Hearts, Ackrewledge 
and bear Record unto, the wordcrfal Powery Grave *. 
| of God, in viſiring this Land very early with the 
Light of the glorious Geſpe „hereby from theſe utterniſÞ. 
Wl Ende of the n ade Songs ited; wen Glory #0 . 
E. Abreu, j and chus the Fremiſes 4nd Prophecies 
ol were Sas Batt ib namely, Thar the 


15 233 E ntl Hra- 


ei maintain eee, 7 


FEED 2 


£ 
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nd againft the 


ber, Work wo far 

that, in tho Year 1360, 3 W. 
Scotland, and the frft. Cm eſſeon of Fuitb | 

gainft the Errors and e Te 
che great Point upon which the Teſtime 
Witnefles-was then dad) was ratiſied 
Parliament; and, in a few Years thercafier, , 


ith ch Miniſtry of che G | 


, ment and Diſcipline of the Church was cſtabliſhed according 
tothe Pattern 1 in the Ma ee 
— derſhips, Presbyterics Synods, unto 
al Aſſemblies: The þ on Diſcipling, which con- 
E excellent Re rmati inciples 4, my 


Men, this 


| ( "4 ) 

Is Geafermity-rinderchs Burden of it: Yet he did, i 1 u 

 Garpyiſicg and wonderful Manner, tut aſunder the Cords uf 

thee Plowers wh plowed upon the Back of pen 

ard revived his on Work cine ATR; — Ae 

A u few of his ger dants and People, 5 
n 


teſtify and bold! 
rere 200 deu 2 ES 
ack remarkable ae 1630, dene e s, that 
1 1638, not it nan 
1 — hey Ferie 
| theiNational Covenant ; e Le of GA was reſert 
with/them im ſuch an eminent Manner, that; within a few 
| — — almoft the whole Land did cheertuliy and 
y come under the Oath of God. Here there was td 
nor Compulſion from the Civil Powers, all this was done 


2 in the Face of Oppoũition 
from a threamiug — ed Court. Lviſe; in the 


Ker LIST; Fes and lawful General 


2 — d to it; 
| aher Jaw A@z and Confitorons i wet re 


— oppoſed by 8 


= Prank Patty hee , thro* the good Hand of the 
pen Servants 224 a People; the 
and\cartied:con,-» was ratified and confirmed'by'the 
| ſeord Parlkiteatof King Chavie&-I.- Anno 1640; the lift 
Geffion of which Partament wascoumrenaneed by the King's 
Preſence Ano; - (and from this Time till the —— — 
the Building a the Houſe of God went on proſperouſl 
ſuccesſully During which Period, the Blowing: Things 
deferve particularly to be remembred; * 30257) 
1. The Lord gare Teſtimony and Wimmel to his own 
Work, by a remarkable Down- pouring of his Spirit from 
on High ow the; Judicatories and Aſſemblies of his People 
e the Word of the Goſpel was powerful and 
sful, the Pleaſure of the Lord did proſper thro tho 
Land, and a Seed: was ſown, which the Fury and Rage 6f 


— cight 3 Fe afterwards could not 


1 4 
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Extirpare; 
6516 The remarkable Co 


* Coreg Chyychof Scotland, did "heir 
cr 


eformation · then ; 


105 Ince dh thes: Lord eee 
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« 45 
their Neighbours in Eg lend and ſn wi wide tber 
in a Sulemn 3 for maintaini 
ing on a Work of Reformation in the 2hree: ; 
Covenant, however Ban ed — bor. tar 
Matter of it juſt and warrantable, forth Ends ne 
commendable, and ſor che Time ſenſonable: The Seafor 
when this Covenant. was entred into, was the dangerous State 
of the Church 'of- Scotland, che: diſtreſſed Stare 
of the Church and Kingdom of England; and the de 
able State of the Church and Kingdom uf freland=The . 
ter of this Covenant was all the Precious Things that are in- 
volved. in pure Religion and true Liberty} namely, che Pre- 
ſervation of che Reformed Religion i in ine, 
Worſhip, Government and Diſciplin þ natiom 
of Religion according to the Word of God in England and 
Treland. — 6 this Covenant every one bound themielvet to her- 
ſonal Reformation, and, in their ſeveral Places; Stations andi 
Callings, to endeavour Natianal Reformation; Duties | 
tory upon every one antecedently to this Oath and Covenant: ag 
The Erd of this Solemn Covenant was, That they and their 
livre in Fait hand Love, 
that the. might be one, and his Name one, throt tl 
Three King And as an eminent Divine * ec 
himſelf before the Hauſa ef : Commons in England, when 
were about to ſwear the ſaid Covenant, This Oath (ſai 
44 he) is ſuch, in the Matter and uences of it, 25 1 
% can truly; Gy its; s;wanthy of: "yea mf: :all theſe 
„ dams, yea, of 
i, „ Twearing 72 75 ad 1 


unto Chriſt -the King of 
Kings, and all theſe Kingdoms, which are , 
— — ke to ſabducd more unte his Throne, and 
. ruled more by his Sce 9 ders the G- 
„ vernment is laid.” This Oath and ——— —— 
| I to be ſworn by Perſons'of all Kanks — 
and was entred into hy the whole Body of this Land: 
3 Nad, when it was appryven by the General Afſembly of this 
4 urch, Anno 1643, they expreſs themſelves in this Man- | 
r, That they. all with one Mehr dd, of the ſame, 
| with theſe Realing af jop which they did find in ſogrear 
F 3 eren r 
; r dom. 4761 0D 21320 "Ott 3% | 
| = 2 the:above Covenanted Uniformity;a 
ON. 
iet r 
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Af —— —— 


the Kingdoms in the Worid; for it is a | 


nag oa, rat ro nd Ts 


— At. 


ſs rhemiclves, „ Ale, ( ſay they) there! ven 
> one Kingdom vhs did adhere to the Cove Bl 


„ 


1 
4 « gin "Times, it Cn) 1 te ſay. that che 
kſlidi Io — abfolve others from tie Tye 
« thereof; pecially ſceing our Engagement therein, is not 
« only National, but Ferſonal; every one with 
. Hands ſwearing for himſelf, 2 is enen the Tenar 
« of the Covenant. £144 7 
+. Daring? rbis Period, the Made of che Nati 1 
ow their Helping-tand to the Work of Reformation, not 
y by the legal Eſtabliſhment given unto it in the fore- 
fad car 1640, bn als by approving the Solemn ; Leagur 
and Covenant =p 1644, and by many agar AI 
Parliament paſi d Anno 1649; | the 
liſhin — l — oke under which 
this Church had gron'd ever ſince the Reformation from 
Popery ; and>by their Act for keefiing the Fudicatories and 
Places of Truft free of Corruption; and by the At of Glaſſes for 
purging the; Army 2 Perſons diſaffected to the Cauſe and 
Work of Reformation. Alſo, by another Act paſs d in tha 
forcſaid Year 1649, they ordained and declared, & That 
L before the King Majeſt y who nom is, or any of his Suc- 
t ceſſors, ſhall. = . to the Exerciſe of his Royal 
„Power, he ſhall affure and declare, by his ſolemn Oarh 
«. under his Hand and Seal, his Allowance of the National 
| 6 Covenant, and of the Solemn League and Covenant, and 
| © his Oblj to proſecute the Ends thereof in his Sta- 
4 tion and Calling; and that he ſhall, for himſelf and 
| his Suceefſogs,conſent and. to Adds of Parliament en- 
<« joining the Solemn League and Covenant, and fully eſta- 
8 Presbyterian Government, the Directory 2 
. « ſhip, et Faith and Catechiſms, as they are 
proven by the General 3 of this Kirk, and 
«. liament of-this Kin 1 bis - *; Domini- 
<« ons; and that he ſhi obſerec aha in e and 
=_ © Family ; and that he ſhall never take Oppoſition to any. 
of theſe, or endeavour any Change e Io Purſu- | 
auc of this Act of — 5 — . having, 
= by his ſolemn Oath, declared his 
= H9onal Covenant, and of the Solemn | 
aud obliged bimſelf to proſecure- | 
C1 2 mich grear Solemaity at Spe upon the iſt of N. 
1 1 W 4: 
mn os - \ The above Particulars are fore 8 the Poser 
ad Goodneſs of the moſt hi h God, manifeſted in the Be- 
** ning and Progreſs. of the Work of . 
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and Sear Witneß unto: For, or Om 33 = 
riouſly revealed in is Church Hg 
x Antichriſtian Debs, ona all Ranks of 
Perſans within the Bond of a National Oath: and Covenant 
o be the Lord's; So, when, by a ſu and wonderful 
Appearance of Divine Providence, this Church was delive- 
red from the Brink of Ruin in the Year 1638, the Judica- 
tories of the Church pulled do en and carried off the Rub- 
— df —— they here 4 Reformation 
went forward in nnn beauti 

| the — God, 1 of 1 
But ſince the Gun while mdilicuni, 1 in an 3 
Stare; ix is not hereby intended to affirm, Fhat, under the a- 
bove- mentioned Period, there was nothing defective or want- 
as to the Beauty and Order of the Houſe of God, or that 
mere nas nothing culpable in the Adminiſtration: All that 
is by rhe above particular Deduction is, to de- 
claro that this Church endeavoured, and mercifull attained. 

v Feonfidetable Pitch of Reformation; ing the forſaid Pe- 
_ riod 5 Towards this their ſeveral Contendings and Wreſt- 
Hogs; their ſolemn Vows and Engagements, their Declara- 
tio and Teſtimonies, all pointed. It would have been 
the Happineſs and Glory of this Church, if ſhe had held 
faſt what by the good Hand of God upon her, and by 4 
and — — Providences: both of Mer - 
and Judgment, ſhe had attained unto: — how ſoon 
4 ber Gold become dim: How q_ Was ber frm 7. 
Sold changed Ah 2. -how was her | 
Beauty ſuddenly ed from her? A gor ud: 
| — was pull 'd down ; a Reformation, ratified; confirmed 
2>ed-ofiabliſhied i in the flronꝑeſt Terms by Law, and fenced 
by 'ithe'moſt ſolemn Oaths and - Covenants, ſworn with up- 
Red Hands by our King, by our Noblemen, Barons, Mi- 
Burgeſſes and. Commons of all Sortz, was not only 
„ bur overrufned, and that 
had deen hfred up to Heaven for the 
teinaner of rhe ſake," Hath a Nation changed their gods; 
whith yet are no god but Scotland hath chatiged her Glo- 
for *thar w hich doth not profit !. May it not be ſaid; Be 
Wel, O ye Hewgens,"av this, be borribly afraid; for my 
eople bave committed two Evils, they bave forſaken me the 
air living Waters, and base beten dut to tbemſtlues 
ferns, broken Ciftern thavcan bold v Water } Can there 
ere be a Parailel gi rch -Land, of that: 


i adobe 


-theſe very Hands that 7 
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wards exer upo n ſach 22 ed” unto ' the 
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ry and Apoſtaſ „or WAS; J and Crue ty. * 
Covenant of their God, alter gi many and ſo great Rppear- 
ances of the Lord in a Way of Marcy 1 . and af 
ter ſuch foletun”Profeſſions of Sul cio! and Obedience 
en dk ” LN ; h : en * „* 
his Presbytery preten not o reckon up nnumera 
ble Abominations of the Land; but they judge ir their Du. 
ty to give Tome particular Inſtances of Beginning, Pro- 
greſs and Height of the Apoſtafy and Defection from the 
above-mentioned Steps of Reformarion, in which all Ranks 
- Perſons have finfully and ſhamefully involred them- 
CLVES, 
I. When the Judicatories of the Church were ca 
on the Work of Reformation with a beauriful and pe 
Harmony, a Snare was laid for breaking and Geng them: 
In the Month of December 1650, and in the - Gon 'of 
1651, two ſeveral Queſtions bein op put unto the on 
of the General AMO by the King and Parliament, con- 
cerning the Adrnifficn hats Places of publick Truft, both 


3s ang Military, of ſuch as were debarred from 58 


the above-mentioned Acts of Parliament Anm 
1 de 1 of the Commiſſion upon the ſaid Que» 
ſtions were ſuch, as the King and Parliament too Ocea- 
fion from them to repeal the foreſaid laudible Acts; and all 


Places of publick Truſt, Civil and Military, were immedi- 
| ately fill'd with ſuch, whoſe Diſaffection to the Work or 


Reformation, carried on from the Tear 1638, was abun- 
dantly notour *. Malignants in Principle, and fuch'2s were 


immoral in. Practice, were promoted; a ſham Profeſſſon of 


Repentance was required at firſt from ſuch s Had been 
active againſt the Work of Reformarion, but 1 this was 
ſoon laid afide.; and when the Refolutions of milz 
ſion were remonſtrate againſt by ſome Presbyteries and: Teves 


ral Miniſters, the Commiſſion, diſcharged all Minifters rr 


Probationers to {peak « or write ag ainſt them : And what was 


L done by rhe Commiſſion, was En fome enſuin 
Bit Tout! ies, who alſo excluded al 


both Miniſters and'E 
ders, who remonſtrated apairift the publick Reſolutions, en 


ſitting i in Gene ral Aſſemblies; atd ap pointed 'Presbyt 


5 to oblige” both Intrants into the Min fry befor they were 


admitted to Trials for Ordination, and Elders before | 


Pere allowed to fir in Presbytery, to give it undet᷑ their 


8 that they" g e or Declinat ature 
* g NN ow 3 1 3 if — 


oh, "* Wars Hit Vol. 1. . p. 3 585 4 . 
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#befe Aſſzmblies having 


\_ Whew: 2 who laid open 
them: And | what 


| broken (as a juſt Ne of rhis Step 
by in the Cauſe 
_Nayon was brought under the. Yoke aol Ghver cu the 


© 1 
"> 

again the (aid * and 2 au eminent Mi- 

niſters were ſuſpended and depoſed , for he tf 

forcſajd Reſolutions. 2 the ys 


been 72 
rable Body of Minilices and Iders, who were eee A 


tzuhe foreſaid Reſolutions of the 8 all ſuch were 


deßigned Protefters, as theſe on the other Side were called 
Publick Rejolutioners. By the above Pr , the Na- 
tion (with che Conſent of the Church) delivered u . 

only the Maintenance and Preſervation of their valuabie 


Qivil Liberties, but alſo of all the Civil Securities and Ra- 


tifications given unto the Work of Reformation from the 
:Year 1638, into the Hands of ſuch who had appeared for 
the Support and Maintengnce of arbitrary Power and Ay- 
thority in the State, and who were notour Enemies of a 
Covenanted Reformation. As the foreſaid Reſolutions, both 
of Church and State, were contrary to, and condemned by 
the Word of God, Exod. 18. 21. 2 Chron. 19.3. Pſal. 106. 


| 35 Pſal. 139. 21. Hof. 5. 13. fo their Sin and Guilt in 


is Matter was the more . and the more highly ag- 
1 in it was what had been ſo lately acknow- 
and fo ſolemnly gcd againſt, in the ſolemn 
Acknowledgment of Sins and ngagement to Duties. | 
8:0fulneſs of theſe Proceedings was witneſſed ag 2 
co::fiderable Number of eminent Miniſters and padly mie 
the dangerous 
they had tog juſt Ground to fear, came 
in a ſhort Time to "Theſe Men, wha were now ad- 
mitted into Places o publick Truft, had an active Hand in 
orerrhrowing the 8 Conſtitution of this Church, and 


in bringing the Nation under the Yake of arbitrary Goyern- 


| . . And it cannot u ell eſcape to be taken notice of, that 
_ the moſt Parr of theſe who were for the publick Reſolutions, * 


made Defection into Prelacy ; whereas all the Protefters, ex- 


- Cept-a few, flood firm againſt it, when, in the Year 1662, 


this curſed Fericho was rebuilt ; and ſome of the former who : 
were honeſt in the Main, but carried in to the Meaſures of 


the Court, came with Regrete to ſee their Error and Mi- 
tale, and to acknowl]- 
| YESTERS bad therr Eves opened, qpben they were blind, 


age, f That their Brethren the PRO- 


When this Church and 2 was thus 10 55 3 . 


and e 4 oo. da * 
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TR > the d of cls Kind | 
. ; and thereby ſuch Laxneſd 
in Principle ple ad Pratice ws introduced, E 
for the ory gener ection, 

boo very „ The foreſaid Toleration was 
fairhfully NY elſe os ainſt by ſome Auiſters in the 
of Perth and Fife (in their Teſtimony — 2 122 
as contrary to the Word of God, our Conſeſſion 


Nation; and likewiſe, as prod 
Etlects, ſuch as the Increaſe and G owe of yg ont wad 
| Blaſphemy, with Laxneſs and Profaneneſs in Practice; and 
alſo as a Temptation to Men to break the Lord's Bonds 
undes and to caſt his Cords from off them. 
II. Aﬀer the Death of Older Cromwell the Uſurper, = 
when the Power of the Sectarian Party, who had ruled. the 
Three Kingdoms for ſeveral Years, to decline, the 
Parliament of England reſtored King 
vernment, Ker. any Conditions or Limitations ; whereby 
all the Teftimonics and Declarations they had given for a 


r / Ld 
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wen up; And immediately, abjured Prelacy, with the 

ber fer ok and all the Ceremonics,. were re· impoſed in 
England; a diſmal P of what was now coming on 
Scolland, where, until a Meeting of Parliament, the Go- 
vernment was lodged in the Hands of a Committee of Eftates 
named by the laſt Parliament Anno 1651. This Committee, 
conſiſting of ſuch as were difeeed? to the Work of Re- 
formation, cauſed ſeize and impriſon a few eminent Mini- 
ſters, who met about an Addreſs to the 
wurn, and with the Faithfulneſs that became their 
2 ning him in Mind of his awn, and the Nation's Solemn 
Corenant- Engagements to the Lord; upon which Occaſion 


Meetings without the King's Authority, and all the 


Pretext of their being ſeditious : This was a Prelude unto 
the diſmal Scene that was now 


2 When the Parliament met e Anno 1661 
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e and his Pere | 


and Larger Catechiſm, and as contrary to, and 
with, the Solemn Oath . ae. f God fi ay 


mr EO 


barles II. to the Goo 


CHO Reformation and Uniformit 74 were at once 


upon his Re- 


: | a Proclamation was immediately emitted, 14 1 8 Eq 
and like Petitions Remonſtrances whatfocver, under 3 


they immediately remove all the legal 8 10 ̃ | s 


0 


che wh le Work of Reforma- 
arliament from the 87 2 
pear ee all 1 laid Parlia. 


DET Ne a 


N IR agu 
: loc 5 = 
2 r e- 
ing of the League and Covenant, or any 3 5 publick 
Fg Covenant concerning the Government, of - the 
he UDO the King 5; Watjane +: And, having thus 
ral . trom our Church-Coofticution; 
hey - 2 ap overnment of, the Church to be 5 
the in the Way He judge 
ord of God and Monarchical Gov | 
„IV. At the ſecond Seſſion of | this. Ferit, * 
1662 ll, it is declared, That che Ordering » 
the external Government and Policy 4 the Church doth 
das belong to. the King as an inherent Right of the 
Wn, by vertue of his Royal Prerogative and Suprema 
in Cauſcs lefiaffick : All Ads of Parliament or Lo Si 
Which might be interpreted to giyc any ' Church- power, Ju 
Auch or Government to the Office- bearers 
ch and their Meetings, than that which RE a ed 
8 Dependence upon, an Subordination to the ſovereign 
Poxer of the King as Supreme, are reſcinded, caſſated and 
ulled.; Droceſian Biſhops are reſtored to their Dignities, 
rivileges and Juriſdictions; all Meetings of Presbyteries 
ind Seltions, nat authoriſed by the Biſhop, are diſcharged. 
In their ſecond Act, all that — done in Proſecution of a 
venanted. Reformation, from 1638 to 1650, is declared 
rebellious and ereaſonable; the National Covenant as ſworn 
in the Year 4638, and the Solemn League and Covenant, 


are r ta 1 2 unlawful Oaths, impoſed contrar 


to the r Laws of the Kingdom: : And likewiſe, 
in 4-6 faid Act, a Pee Power is aſſumed, declaring ho 
of all theſe. who had: t ken the forefaid Oarhs 
rom the Obliga tion of ig ues wp It is NG 2 re- 


rms a 
5 e the fioful. and 2 8 5 25 


| ry Che. H Part 775 ET; L. 785 10 N II 7, 
Cha. Il. Pack 1. Self. . 1% 45 | 


| Revolition Anno 16887 * 1 
likewiſe, hoy annul all Zclefpaftical Acts and 
ap he. Natiohal Covenant, ar the Solemn 
and — — and particularly they declared, That the 
ſembly that met — Anno 1638, was in itſelf an 


and Sentences were in all Time coming to be reputed! un- 
lawtul, void and null.. Afterwards, by an Act of Council 
at Glaſgom, about Three hundred Miniſters are, withaut 

any legal Procedure, thruſt from theip-Charges, merely fur 
Non; conformity, and _—— Subjection to the Prelates * 
and, in the Year 2664, the Parliament ordain a 


L kilos Boy de. Ad. edn LEE En 


| exerciſe their Miniſtry; 
ſons: And alfo, in Ack: 
pliance with his Maj 
Civil, all the Sub 
[rence and Countenance to theſe who! are hy 
Writy admitted to their ſeveral Pariſhes (namely, Prelag 

Incumbents) and to attend their Meetings for Worſhip u 


ne. of, and hearty Comte 
'S. „ Governiuay: :Eccleſiaftick:, au 


alſo, for putring all theſe tyrannical Laws, and others that 


Court was erected moſt irregular and arbitrary, 
for its Conftitutionad MannetobProcedure:: Dad 


is Period of Apoſtaſy, wiz. from the Lear 1660 t0 16 


FP dent, rt —— 
x: — whale Land: to 


F S8 


hority is — the Hands of SL 8 

0 1 1 | 
ch arp whe Roman —— —ͤ— 
on whoſe Shoulders the Government of his own 
uſe is laid, and who alone is able and 'w 


* n He 


I Weight and Burden (Pſalm 2. throughout, a. 9.6, * 


be 1; 22, 23.) ing as fur as human Laws do it, 

5 d | of his his Prerogative-royal, name ly, his incommunicable 
= Sovereiguty and Authority over the Church h 
d. ame! Kingdom; and all this done by the Repreſentatives 
_ the Nation, in ppoſicion-and Contradiction to che ma 


of - Zion; 
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op ter the highefs As 

Conſtitutions = 

unlawful and ſeditious Meeting; and.thar'their Acts, Deeds 

That al Non- conforming :Minifters, that ſhall preſumets 
all be | puniſhed: as ſedhious Per- 

are required to Five their Coeur 
Autho- 


Ner the Penalties mentioned in the Act af Parliament; an 
tere enacted in 1 in — High C. 


ere is a continued Series and Train of Acts of Parlia- | 


orthy to bear. 


r med high Gal: Tea, to ſuch 
Height of Heaven-daring Impiety and Wickedneſs did they 
nrride, that, in the Year 1663, the National Covenant as 
4it was ſworn inthe Year 1638, and the Solemn League and 
Covenant, r with that remarkable Paper, intituled, 
5 "The Canſes tbe Lord on were moſt ignomimouſly burnt 
t the Crois of ow by the Authority of the 
rares there. And aſterwards (Farwary 14. 1682) he & 
lemn League and Covenant is condemned by the Duke of 
ork then Commiſſioner, and the Priv =P council, to be moſt 
 contempruouſly burnt at the Croſs oi Eunbergb by tie 
Hands of the common Hangman; which was accordingly 
done, to the publick affronting and +diſhonouring of the 
great God to whom theſe ſolemn Vows were made. It was 
; eee EAR of Parliament (May 6th 1685) That 
de taking of the National — as explained 
g e e car 1638, 37 28A the League and Covenant, or ' wris 
2 u Deſcace thereof, or owning them as lawful or obli· 
po tot der ſhall inſer the Crime and 
Nasa 25 Treafon. .' Can a Parallel be g wen to ſuch Perfidy 
and Treachery, to ſuch Apoſtaſy and Defection? Wha 
Nation once like Saaler for a zealous Profeſſion of Obe 2 
dience and Subjection to the Prince of the! of the 
 _— bur nom ſcarce to be cqualied: ſor reachery 
—— r at the ſame Time eg a Flood 


te 


e . ber his eurer = 
reſervation: and if 


the Three Hou eh according tothe Nationa] . * 
amd the Solemn League and Covenant, both which he hai 
folemnly ſwormat his Coronation in Sotland: But they wer ; 
without all Law and Juſtice, immediately apprehen dan = | 
>" UPI for no other Reaſon, but becauſe ER 
| 82 ſuch 4 Supplication; and (as has been already 
| nv. Meetings, Petitions )and-Remonſrances'd 
— „ were re as TI «<5 : 


1 


le del Ter on the moſt Part, au 
firance or Teftimony was offered; and when ſome Provincial 
gynodh in the Year 1661, when the Parliament had begun to 
 raze the Work of Reformation, were conſidering what was 
os we for them to doin rhis Juncture; they were diflolved, 
in the King's Name, by ſuch Noblemen or Gentlemen ag 
the Commiſſioner to the Parliament had appointed to bbſerve 
their Procee 


All of them immediately 2 fo 
of them = - L; Hos 


even without 12 Mg 2 

their olution, but 
| a The Sr of Glaſgow, FS 
Ina . ad journed themſelves ti 
to ary Me of a Su Reed rage the Parliament . b 
rity of Religion; 155 when they were about to confeeng 25 


hey were diſch in a Proclamuriob from the Croſs by 
Order from the Commiſſioner, to which they gave 
bedience: And likewiſe, when, in the Begi 
Year 1662, all ical and Presbyterial Meeth 
authoriſed by the Biſhops, were diſcharged ; Presbyt —_ 
Was well as Synods, were immediate] 7 = 858 U 


WF ainting in the Cauſe of God, in this . 
WB:ckſliding, was a Sign and Evidence ”, as Lord 
bation and Wrath, and was far from that Courage od Bop 


lution that ſometimes appeared among the Miniltets 7 
this Church, who witneſſed againft the like Loco tne 
Doon the Liberties and Privileges of the Houſe of God ig 
z Face of the greareſt Op re: Jo like Manner, in Obe- 
niente to the Ac of „Ker Fe the moſt Parr rice 
eſe that conformed not to 6 ple ts 

they became a Prey to the & gricyous Fro * 
fterward thruſt in upon them; yea, the grœateſi Parr by. | 
hro* the vhole Land gave Obedience tothe above- | 
& of Parllament, requiring them to artend upon Wot nd 
performed by the Biſbops nderlmgs, or ſuch as confort 
925 , in Teſtimony of their Acknowledgment of 

mp fiance with, his Majefty's Governnient ith 
Rick and vil; by which Means all Ranks of Perf 
rom the higheft to Ys loweft, were involved in the 1 
aud Deſection, 
2 Cauſe and 
2 eres and the like Sins, awful Jadgibente 
aol dre: weſt the Word 4 9. 6 7 26. 16, 25 
co 92 8 Ifa. * 5s 6. 1 4 
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VI. When the Minifters, who by the Proceedings of the 
Parliament and Council Anno 1662 were caft out of their 
Churches, had recovered from the Conſternation and Damp 
which fuch a ſudden Convulfion in Church and State had 
brought upon them, they began to be perſwaded, that it 
was their Duty, notwithſtanding of their tyrannical Ex 
Eton, to preach the Goſpel of Chrift : And the People 
ing more and more alienated from the Biſbops Creatures, or 
Corates, as they were called, many of them being not only 
ignorant and profane, but all of them being guilty of Per. 
Jury and Defection, in receiving a Commiſhon immediately 
from, and acting in Subordination unto, and by a Power de- 
_ rived from the abjured Prelates, contrary to the Word of 
God, and our Reformation principles confirmed by ſolemn 
Oaths and Covenants; and being alſo ſenſible of the Obl 
gation ftill lying upon them to own their ejected Miniſters 
as faithful Servants of Chriſt, and of their Duty to receive if 
the Ordinances of Chriſt as diſpenſed by them ; Therefore 
not a few of the ſaid Minifters, conſidering the preſent ur- 
gent Neceſſity of the People, and their cheerful Readineſi i 
and Willingneſs to hear the Word of God, ſaw themſclve i 
called of the Lord to preach the Goſpel wherever Provi- 
- denceordered their Abode, They began at firft to preach il 
in private Houſes; this enraged the Prelates, who ceaſed 
Dot to ftir op the Rulers to all Extravagancies of Cruelty, 


20 0 = wip4 pq {| 


, Y pwtigd A F*14 


__y yg e 


for ſu ng theſe peaceable and harmleſs Aſſemblies for 
the Worſhip of God: Hence the Parliament declared al 
ſuch Meetings, or Copventicles as they were called, to be fe-if 
ditious and criminal, and diſcharged them under the ſe- 
vereſt Penalties: After this, Houſes were forced when Peo if 
ple were aſſembled for hearing the Word of God, man 
were haled to Priſon, and the Laws execute with Rigou 
againft them. Theſe Severities conſtrained them at laſt toll 
Keep their Meetings in the Fields ; whereupon the Rag 
and Fury of the Rulers, inſtigate by the apoſtate Prelats, 
did break forth into a more extenſive and boundleſs Flame; 
— —— | . 1 a an Council were emitted, aud 
Ways ruelty imaginable taken, to ſuppreſs Meeting 

in Houſes and in — Fields, Field-meetings being diſchar - 
Ded under Pain of Death to the Miniſter, and ous Pe. 
Halties upon ſuch as did attend them: Hence eufbed a Trav 

ok che greateſt Barbarities wherewith theſe two Fe ing 
KNeigns were indelibly flained, as the Effect o 1 5 AS 


TY VV Ir rye 


Aa; ind the 1 2 | 
and the. more tyrannical Execution of them. ; 
notnichſtanding of theſe Seyerities, the more the Lordi 
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1 
People were « Aided, the more they grew; ws the Get. 
| was diſpenſed at the Peril of their Lives from the Sword 


5 the Wilderneſs, the Lord gave remarkable N 3 
to his own Ordinances, which were bleſſed to the C 1 
and Confirmation of man. 
VII. When the Rulers at this Time faw that Fa could . 
not by all the above Acts of Crueliy e the 
blies of the Lord's People for Worſhip according. to his 
own Inftitution, and which were the only Monuments of 
his Covenanted Intereſt in the Land; but the more they la- 
| boured to ſuppreſ⸗ them, the more frequent they gie: 
Then the cunning and crafty Device of an Indulgence to 
ſome of the outed Miniſters is "fallen upon, x hereby many, 
otherwiſe eminent Lights, were enſnared and taken. This 
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fre = [1dulgence was firſt granted by the King, in his Letter to the 
re Peri Council, date June 2-4 1669, w he by ohne 
ur. them to appoint ſo many of the outed Miniſters, who had 

en lived peaceably and orderly, to return to prea and exerciſe 


me Functions of the Miniſtry in the Pariſh-churches where 
W they formerly ſerved, providing they be vacant; and that 
WT Patrons ſhould preſent to other Churches ſuch others ot 
WT them as the Council ſhould approve. The Miniſters allow- 
ed by this Letter to exerciſe their Miniſtry, were appointed 
We fo keep Presbyteries and Synods, namely, ſuch as depen- 
Wy cd upon, and were authoriſed. by, the Biſhops; m 
= caſe they did not, they were to be confined. within the 
W Bounds of the Pariſhes where they were allowed to 2 ; 
== Alf the Letter! ra os the y be ſtrictly enjoin 
eo admit any from neigh Pariſhes to the 9 
on, nor to baptiſe their Ch ren, nor to marry. any of 
ehem, without the Allowance of the Curate of the Pariſh; 
and that they ſhould not give Countenance to any who de- 
eerted their own Pariſh. churches, and reſorted to their Preach- 
ings; and that no ſeditious Diſtourſe or Ex refſion be 
1 ptrered i in the Pulpit, or elſewhere, b y any of theſe Minifters, 
n Purſuance of the above 2 the Privy C es at 
q- Different Times, appoint ſeveral Miniſters to preach and ex- 
3 eite che other ions of the” Miniſtry, ſome at the 
Churches out of wbich they had, been ejected, 4, others 
(cheir own Churches being planred with Incruders) were ap» 

We pointed, with Conſent wes Pattody..to Churches that were 
vacant : ' And every one of theſe Miniflers were by the 
We Council's Ad (Fuly 27th 1669) ifidtly enjoined to give due 
| Obedience to all the Reſtrictions contained in the King 
Letter aforeſaid, After the gr 1 this Indulgence, = 


4 28 
„which was * the 
| amply aſſerted by former a 
1 EEE in by the 2 85 
mer th ear; io t 
at Section of Parliament, lt i rted and declas- 
% de other the Ling and his ſr hve the T4" 
macy over al 
] l within this 
2 85 e che ordering and e 
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oyernment and Policy of the Church, doth properly be. 
to them as an inherent Right to the Crown ; ; and that 
oe may lettle, ena& and emit ſuch Conſtitutions, Ac, 
Orders concerning the Adminiftration of the exter- 
Government of rhe Church, and the Perſons employ- 
Wed ig che fame, and concerning alF Eccleſiaſtical Meet- 
25 gs and Matters to be propoſed and determined therein, 
5 in their Royaf iſdom ſhall think fit.” After 


«5 


is ral Reſtrictions were laid upon the tndulged by the 
il ; particularly 1 5 ir er AB, January 11 
they diſcharge them io leckere upon any Part of Scrips 
fore Fier with Certißication, that, if they con- 
26 to do ſo, the mall be diſcharged to exerciſe their Mi⸗ 
blo virhin the ingdom. After wards a ſecond Indulgence 
ed by the -Privy Council, September 3d_1672; and 
Fre Kere Act; pere fram'd about it that ſame Days; 
he frft, a great many of the oyted Mie, not N 
iddulgec , are claſſed and confined by two's and threes 
n W Pariſhes, and ne 0 iſs withont the 
Pounds of the ſame,; and Committee of 1 is im- 
0 ered o remove any of the Miniſters named, from one of 
be id Pariſhes to which-they are confined, to anoth 
* ſee Canes within fix Months after the aboy 
: of this AQ: a ſecond Act of the. ſame Data, 
T are ſeveral other 122 laid upon them as to the 
their Miniſtry, beſides theſe mentioned in the 
enter; _— That the  [ndylged, in gee gud 
Tha % te TOE r in one 
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Indulge 1 55 18 . 12584 af xrds 
ek, blick k Proclamation (March. ik 10) : 


der and Inſtructians were again ftrifly.« 


des are in the ſaid Proclamation expreſly- 


l vhich the indulged ern Were pen 
bo bf ea 15 N Fo sens of whe Mir 
And, by . 

Proclamation, . The, f 


« admit. a 
* inks of Pub 0 
* op of the i 4 pe TE 
Prom ** wbich it i5 e that the PETR abc 
mentioned had their Riſe, Hes. . 0 
Ihe Haſpbe mam, & cy, over 4 
and 5 AG 9 * wot; the acta Exc 
erciſe o 3. As ap it is confideres 

that the Mini Wy Power. and oY HR. for 
ment of ſhed! Church, whicb-the Lord Jeſus Chi 
Head and Lawegiver thereof, has conveyed: t 
| ficers: =, he per and tac e there 
id Chap. 2 18, 20. 1 2 9. cg . 

Macy. iIimpiou | 

md for ory, 


rſan, or. 


[S * the 7 
the Crown, ; 
in his own > Bel 


. pocver, in 


aging of 4 alu 2 4 
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ters for labouring in ſuch and ſuch Nhe, = Plan 

90 and Tranſplanting them at their leaſure, and in framing wang 

he BY preſcribing Eccleſiaſtical Canons: and Fraſer Gian: * re- 
ro ll gl ating the Exerciſe of the Miniſterial Office ; all hien 
els gre As r campetent only to Church officers by vertue of Chrift | 


Ly 


rite 
are, 2nd dug heard the Sphere nf the Chit Wh 


* giftrat 


2 8 — 
| 2 3 that the PORE 
"erg Fr i 


acy as the Spring thereof, the Mini, 
ters who had the d to ſuch and 


n work a 
fuck Pariſhes (with Condenr of the rss ) in vertue of the 


King's ſupreme Authority exerciſed by the ne, without 
Call {aged the People, or the Interpoſure of any Lecdel 


aſtick A whatſoever”: And't who were reftored 
to their own e e fo chew by ver- 
tue of any former Sanding Relation, hut merely by Appoint« 


ment of the Council, in purſuance of bis Majeftys Commands 
E e Mk ſe⸗ 


Acts relative to this Affair. And, tho all the Mini- 
of Chrift have their Inftruftions from pore bs. 
e 
7 


exprell 
e commandad them 28. 18, 19, 20. & 
one of rhe indalged ert were veftrifted in the Ex. 
of their Miniftry b ee ee Limitati- 
5 ; and, as they were ſt ey Ai to utter any ſer 
Si Expreſſions in the Pulpit or elſewhere, ſo it is plain, 
Yom the Acts of Parliament and Council at this Time, that 
Faithful Mmniferial Freedom A Perfidy and Treach- 
| of all Ranks of Perſons, in t preſent horrid Violation 
f of the Oath arid Covenant of Goa: fang in rearing up, of 
unto the — 45 Hierarchy and wicked 8 
Wacy, was what was then reckoned ſeditiows. And, tho" it 
ay be alſedged that the Miniffry of ſome of the Indul- 
ed yas attended with Sucteſz, and that the  Inftruftions 
them were not punctually obferyed 3 (2: 
 Aeceptance of 'the Li in the aA complex 
1 „ and omitt. ve a plain and diſtin 
Leim, in thar Caſe of on, againſt that wicked 
Swpremacy uſurped over the Houfe'of God, was a 2 
from a very material Part of the Cauſe and Teſtimony of 
the Church of Sorland. And it was no ſmall Aggravarion 
of the Sinfalnefs of this Step, that ſome Miniſters who were 
In the Council's Nomination never accepted of it, but con- 
tinned with others of their Brethren 'wha were not inclu- 
ded in it (notwirhſtanding of cruel Eid agiinft them) to 
Jeopard their Lives i in the bigh Places of the . teſtifying 
and witneſſing ſt the preſent Ap poſtaſy and Defection 
from Scotland's ( — Nene 
VIII. The N Land was yet further ddt in dreads 
10 and /hainous Guilt, by the many finfuF Oaths, Declara 
tions and Bonds that were impoſed during this Period of 


Apoltaly and Lefoction, between the Fear 1660 and 1688 
parti - 
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to ſwear the Oath of Allegiance, or rather Supremacy ; w p 
by they ere required to declare, That the King th nlp 
ſupreme Guvernor ever all Perſons and in all Cauſes, and that 
they ſhould promote and ſupport his foreſaid Juriſalit un 
againſt all deadly. Together with this Oath an /firument 


aſſertory of the Royal Prerogative is appointed to be ſigned, 
* the Subickibers conſented to the King's br 


Power, and owned the Unlawfulneſs of r-ffting him upon 
| any Pretext whatſoever; and fo not only gave up their Cot 
Liberties, but materially renounced the whole Work of Re- 
| formation, as it was begum at our Sec-ſfon from Popery, And 
as it was carried on in the Year 1638, tho! all was apy 
by King and Parliament, and, which is more, was fig | 
own'd of God. The Privy Council, or any having N 
rity from them, were ag ag ke impoſe the ſaid Oith 
and aſſertory Act W any whom they pleaſed; hence, in 
2 . Tis, oh ele Oaths 2 en * 12 5 
Subjects, and became trying Badges of Loyalty: If a Per- 
page ſiſted before he or other if he 
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af Wl ſwore the Allegiance and fign'd the aſſertory Act, he was 
b- diſniſsd; but, if be refuſed, there was no Mercy for him. 
on Again, by the 5th Act of the 2d Seſſion of that fame Par- 
or: liament (Ano 1662) in order to put the Grave · ſtune upot 
7 the Covenanted Reformation, a Declaration is appoi to 
1 be ſigned by all Perſons in publick Truſt, wherein they 
1 were required to affirm and declare, That it is unlawful 
Ns g“ upon any Pretext whatſoever, to enter into Leagues and 
et enants, of to take up Arms again the King, or theſe 
ex commiſſioned by him; That all the Convocations, Peti- 
12 © tions and Proteftations, that were uſed in the Beginning, 
ed « and for carrying on the late Troubles ” (i. e. all that was 
4 done for carrying on the Work of Reformation from the 
Tear 1638) “ were unlawful and ſeditious; and that the 
00 “ National Covenant as explained in the Year 1638, and 
ere “ the Solemp League and e were in themſelves un- 
NN" A lawful Oaths; and that there lieth no Obligation upon 
lu: any of the Subjects, from the ſaid Oaths, to endeavour 
47 any Change or Alteration in the Government, either in 
"5 © Church or state, from the preſent Eftabliſhment by the 
on © Laws of the Kingdom. This Declaration became one 
- of the great Sins and Snares of this Time; Perjury is now 
ace Wh made a chief Qualification, and Condition of all 
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8 e 11th AG of the 1ſt Seſßen of R N 
ment Anno 1661, all Perſons in publick Fruſt were obliged  * 
berde 4 


Prelacy: Herkori weve by St om the if a FEES} 
drew from their Pariſh-chiirches for a certain Space 
Time, muſt be ſiſted before the Council, and required to 
Hp a Bond, obliging themſelves, That they ſhall nor, upon 
any. Pretext wharſoever, riſe in Arms againft rhe King, of 
any commiſſioned by him; and that they ſhall nor affi k or 
countenance any who ſhall riſe in Arms; and the Refuſeri 
5 rhis . are appointed to be ſecured or baniſhed, and 
or Liferent Eſchear to belong to the King: "This 
ray oh unto many, and a Ground of Suffering unto 
— Beſides theſe Ouths impoſed by Authority of Par- 
Latent, many other e Daths and Bonds were alſo 
by the Privy Council, ſuch as the Bond of Peace, 
inted to be ſubſcribed 8 1667; and the Bond 
3 as it was called, appointed by Act of 


Council, 
Me 23 1677, to be ſubſcribed of Af Hetitors, &. 


whereby they bind and oblige themſe ſves, and all undet 
their Authori Bin they ſhall not withdraw from the 4 
Blick Divine in their reſpective ee 


they ſhall TE ve their Children ba 
married, but by ſuch Minifters as are 3 *. 
and that they ſhall nor be preſent ar See either it 
Houſes or in the Fields; and all this under heavy and ſe 
yere Penalties. Bur that Oath, called the F. eft, deſerves 


Fei: Confideration : It 3 ene Oath, and 
, not 


a Parallel among ths ever impoſed in any 


oteſtant 55 It 2 framed by the Parliament At 
755 31fl 1681; at fr ouly Perſons in publick Truft were 
liged to take it, but e became a general Tef 
alty, and was impoſed u e all Ranks of Perſons 
Pi made a Handle even bal unto Death 
Numbers, ſome of whom 3 of a — conſiderable fk 
and Quality; and Multirudes who cool not comply with 
, vere grievouſly "4 50 In the frf Part of fl 
'Oath, the Proteſtant Re contained nx * c Jo Coop 
For of Faith is profeſſed. and all Princip — 
Contrary to and inconfiftent with the. fv _ are renounced; 
and yet, in direct Contradiction thereto, tl 
_Wacy in the utmoſt Extent is again and 
ther with the Unlawfulneſs of Subject 


SEoa mY AaCY Wood ACOG, 010m » ow 


bo. Che. IL. ral. J Sell 4 AR 1 


together with chem many of all Ranks of Petfons' thre" the 
Land, malte 2 more — —. — vile by the blackeſt 
P , the groſſeſt A pdoſta ame 
a r Ne by gulty of B37 P: 
IX. Fhe Wickednets of this Period did rife liber; eien 
to the —— a and Cyneliy exerciſed upon all ſuch 
| as endeavoured to wr” clean in this finning 
— defiling ow above- mentioned An, of Parlia- 
ment, with a. he Sachs and Bondy impoſed by the Parliament 
and Privy Council, nid a Foundation Nom compliant wht: 
| Years grievous Perſecution: A ſimple Non- tance 
. by whe Bikoprs Undertingy 
end the Underlin 
ing preſent at Conventicles in Houſes or Fields; 5 — 
& Oath of Supremaey, or the other Oaths and Bonds | 
W were impoſed; outing che Oblignion of our Beth Ove. 
nants, and the Lawfulneſs of defenſive Arms, or of 
- a ryrannical Zovereign, were reckoned: Crimes of the 
; luer, and 1 deres ty of all Runke unto US. 
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nent and faithful Miniſter 1 Chrift; and ack bi 
Tings unto” Death of many excellent Perſons af all Ravks, 


till the of the memotable Year 1688, when the 
Torrent ftopt in the Death of Mr. James Renwick. The 
the Coronation-Oath, and was oyerthrowing the fundamental 


=—__ Liberties f. Theſe Principles were eſpouſed by this 


in our Skirts is found the Blood of the Saints who ſuffered du 
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and bloody Fruit did this Tree Prelaey bear, in che Sutfe- 


incipal Articles of his ladickment, and for which he ſuſ. 
red, were his affirming, That rhe Duke: of York, then 
King Few VII. was not — nor lawful King of theſc 
Realms, and that becauſe he was a Papift, had never ſworn 


Laws of the Kingdom ; alſo bis affirming and defending the 
Laufulneß of defenſve Arma, both for our Civil and 


h ever ſince our Reformation from Popery, and were 
juſtified by all the three Nations at the Revolution, Thus, 


ring this diſmal Period; and, if the ordinary Courſe of 
Divine Procedure is obſerved, all Ranks in alan hate 
Reaſon to fear, that a Land, defiled with Perjury and Blood, 
muſt be purged by Blood; — when cheſe bainous A- 
bominations have never deen duly:nor- ſcrioufly-confadered | 
nor mourned over, Lev. 26: 25. 2 Kings 24. 3, 
yy When Apoſtaſy and Defedtion had come to iſuch- 
us' Height, as is 
teftant inereſt 1 the three Nations was brought into the 


Claration and Otfer of Duty unt Popiſb Prince, 
they own his abſolute — and Authority and 
Obedience without Reſerve. In Conſequence whereof, tho 
the Parliament that met the following Year refuſed to r. 3 
ſcind the pena/ Statutes againſt Papiſts, yet this Pœpiſb Prin il 
did moſt tyrannically abrogate and 
of the Reformation, by vertue of. is uſurped: Sup 


mount to the Law, he declares his Reſolution to protect 


Religion in their inta the Royal Chapel u 
Holy-rood-to 7 bel op for Pop opiſh Worſhip ; where 
4 was immediatel filled with Swarms of 2 
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mentioned the whole Pro- i 


Acceſſion of the Duke ef Teri unto i 
— her pet d and declared bindet a P, 
168 e openly 5 red himſelf a Papi; 
— he Repreſentatives of the Nation, without — 8 
the Coronation - oath, being. met in Parliament, make a De: 
wherein = 


 down'theſe Hedge (WM 


and abſolute Power; firſt in his Letter to the Privy Cont 4 . 
| fel, dated Auguſt 21ſt 1686, wherein, by bis Power: * 4 


Catbolick Subjects, e them the free Exerciſe of * | | 


- Popiſh School ty, t oly=rood-bouſe 
the York: Þ9d then, by his Proclamation, N 
Frag 26k \ 1687 he: does, by his Prerogative-royal, ſove- 
reign A and abſolute Power, ſuſpend: all ena Laws 
againſPapifis ; wherein alſo there is 2 Lileriy granted to 
theſe whom he calls moderate Presbytertans, bur. it is under 
tuch {ſevere Reſtrictions, and ſo manifeiy in Connection 
with the Toleration of P (for which indeed it was 
| e deſigned) that none. the Presby yterians took the 

rok ic. rn dunn aer e 
open a4. violept ——_ Reformation, wherein 

| bach avours were — to the Papiſi, not only as 
to the Kereiſe, of their Religion, but alſo capacitating 
them too Places of — — ruſt, that this Tolera+ 
= tion was ode ' bare-fac'd for. or ee to fall in with; 
| therefore; that the main wa ße f. of introducing 222 might 
be the better. coloured, and the Reformation more effectually 
(tho % ſenſibly) unhinged, there comes down a ſecand Form 
of a Toleration, in a Proclatnation dated June 28th: that ſame 

rear, conceiyed indeed in more general erms, but of the ſame 
A. Nature and Import with the former: Therein it is declared, 
W That the Acbbiſbops and BH and all Subjects of the Pro- 

teſtant Religion, are to be defended in the free Esel of their 
Proteftant Religion as by Law eſtabliſned; and likewiſe, by. 
vertue of the Prerogative and abſolute Power, all penal and 
W Gnguinary. Laws, made againſt any for N mity to 
WT the Religion cltabliſhed by Lax, or the Exerciſe I their 
eſpective Religions, Rites and Ceremonies, are fiopt, fuſ- 
= pended and diſabled ; and a Liberty is granted to all the, 
E1 dubjects to meet and ſerve God in their on Way aud Man-, 
ver, in . Houſes, Chapels, or Places ire or built 
for the ; providing nothing be preached or taught, 

chat may any EW ays tend to alienate the Hearts of the Peo ple 
= {rom the Government; and Fields meetings are ſtill 8 
ed under the ſevereſt Penalties 4, It is evident from the 
begating of the penal Statutes in this, as well as in the for- 
wer Prociamation, that this baundlieſi Toleration was calcu- 
lited chieſty in favours of the Papiſts, as well as the former, 
 altho' they be not expreſſy named in it; and yet all the Preſ= 
- Eyterian Aliniſters in the Kingd ngdom (exce 17 a very fem] 
pt only accepted the re of it, bur alſo a Jad ar 5 
u of them, met at Edinburgh, did ſend an Addreſs of 
7 Thanks. for the ſaid Toleration, dated July 21ſt 1687, ſub. 
5 . . in their « own OLE the Name of the ceft of. | 
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the Bepi: wing, Progreſs and Height of the . and 


od furpri) 

pi — woke above 

Dayalty in "their  DoBfrine ann draw rs ap their 
| OT Confeſſion of Frith) and 
wy free heyy 


ned 2 het Gonfoffon of Fans Aud Larger 
Deſign of the Granter, and ene Tendney 128 
ere. , was the Introduction of Pypery * — we 
began was from the King's abſolute Power, which afl 
Che rule to obey achter Reſerve, ſuſps | 
Gil all the penal Sratiites 
c 


Papifts, whereby all 
Bulwarks of the Proteftant Religion apeinit Popery 
were undermined and overthrown : Likewnle the 
hr Provifo 'above-mentioned, . That nothing ſhould be 
«'prexch'd or taught, which "might any Way tend tb ale 
6 nate the Hearts of the pere, from him of his Govern- | 
* ment; 7 e. wt — Terft 
mony mould be em zpat 
arbifrary —— overtu 
of our as well as ' Reliptans L ; 
finful and unwarrantable, and, in the pr ſert Junct 
moſt dangerous Reſtriction "nd. 8 upon” Matt 
in rhe Exerciſe of their M From 'all-which it is 
lain, that the Acteptarce 7 leres, conveyed! after 
abpec Manner, with ſu-b an Addreſs of Thanks for ir, 
and withour any publick jornt Teſtimony againſt the Eels con- 
gain'd in it (except that which was offered by” Mr. 1 
aud the few that adhered to hitn) was not 6 1 
to many, but became one/of our public Natitra] v. 
The above mentioned Particalars are ſome 1 — of 
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Pee of all Ranks of Perfons, berween'the' Year ra 
my 1688, from a glotious Reformation Wemere attaine 

; whgreby a reformed Land, a Land of 55 ; — 
1 t tolemn E ments ta the L ecame 


7 5 and Blond, and was filled ith Yi Ti 
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> ID bolt Alpe ee d and uſurp'd 35 
4 ant, 9 by a numerous Atrniy, and at 
ben the whote Land was gouehing under theſe g 
þ Burdehs, "Neither" was it Our oο Kr or dür own 
| Put the Right band of the Lord und bis boly N, thi 

e us. * W keen juſtly pes 
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oY ves ed the Lord in the 
Ex _ r 


— 5 When the B Parliament — mer 3 
ter che Renalution, in the — 
2 great am inſupport 
1 the People ever 
the-Reformazian, they having reformed 
born; Nn Seſſion of the ſame Parliament, Au 
690, Pretßyterian Church Government and Diſcipline is elta. 
liſhed ang ratified, according tp the Civil Ratificati 
ablipment given unto the 
7% 170. Thus a retograde-Hotion is made, near an hun- 
Years 
to this Church, in that Covenantivg Period from 1638; to 1650 
are oberlaoł d and e d by, - Likewiſe all the Actꝭ of the ſirſt 
Seſſion of the firſt Parliament of. King Charles II. together 
with the infamony Act reſciſſory. (Anne 1661) whereby a Co- 
venanted Reformation was razed, and the Acts and Deeds 


of that. Covenanting Period were. declared ſedirious- and I 
treaſonable, are left #ntoucbedin this above · mentioned Seil: Wil 
ment." Prelacy is never conſidered as contrary to the Hard 


God, wa abjured by our Covenants ;. nor our Presbyter ian 
Church Government and Diſciplioe, as what the, Land is 


rt Ceſfan they aboliſbad brelacy, as a 
enance ta this Nation, and con- 


oer e enn ww 


from Pepery by Prod : 


the. Government. of this Church 3 | 
backward, ; and hall the legal Securizies-(given i 


bound and obliged, to maintain by the moſt ſolewn-Qaths | 4 E 


and Coyenants: The Iudignities done to the National and 1 


| Solemn League and Covenant, and conſequently to. the mal 
high God the great Par c in them, are never regarded; bit 
x Solemn Oaths ovenants axe left buried . at A 


— any ets and Deeds ſubverſire of then., ik 


Jortu P "and — wis given 
| TE Id remarkable and work. | 
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| Oaths and — it is a — 7 ph A holy Dilber. | 
ſation of Providence, that we ſhould be 20% more a Nation; 

and that our Noblemen, Barons and Burgeſſes, who had ſuch 
ih a Golden Seaſon and Opportunity put into their Hands for 
| honouring God, and doing Juſtice to that great Name which 
was abuſed and profaned 1n ſuch a dreadful and „ 
Manner, Hamid for ever be deprived of the nity | 
by themſelves in a Parliamentary Capacity. Likewiſe, | 
_ = Parliament, the Oath” of Alle to the Soves 
appointed to be'fworn, **'In — of any other 
the. pales. by Laws and Acts of preceeding "Parlis- 

* ments. Tho' it may be faid, that this has a Reſpect to 
Wtbe Oaths impoſed during the perſecuting Period, yet the 
Z _—_ in which the Act is conceived appear plainly to _ 
clude the Oath of the Covenant, which contained a very ſo- 
; mn Teſt of Allegiance to the Sovereign; eſpecially when 
Wc is conſidered that the above mentioned 4 Reſeiſery "was 
ot repealed, and alſo that the Draught of an Act for ex- 
cluding ſuch as had a Share in the Oppreſſions of the for- 
er Period, from Places of publick hy was laid aſide, 
tcter it was twice read in Parli Hence ſuch were ad- 


Wmitted into e of blick Tru and Power, as were 
P wal in 3 and Practice oppoſite to a Covenamted Re- 
us, — Gai: Deliverance, we 1 — 


Pu . again with zbeſe, and learned of them their 
: | IL The firft General Aſſembly of this Church after chis 
E did fit down A — under the Shadow of 
| Civil Eftabli and never [reclaimed againſt 
E. bar was detective in the fame, but kept Meaſures with the 
te in their ſeveral Acts and Deeds at that Juncture. Ie 
dot here intended to detract from that Regard that is 
to the Memory of theſe worthy Miniſters, and others, 
ho came out of he Furnace of a hot Perſecution, and did 
2 Part in our firſt. Tay 10 14 — — 
tion; yet it is neceſſary, or Sa pre- 
nt as well as ſi Generations, to mention ſome com=- 
Me Omiſons, of which Minifters and others have: 
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py” 2 jomplained and which cannot be otherwiſe look d upon, 
x8 > as fanding Grounds and Cauſes of the Lord's re 
this ad Controverſy with e the 
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"80 condemn eee Om to cenſure fc | 
as were guilty; of publick Backſliding ; Accordingly, 
Aſſembly that met Aue 1638, all th Prelates, being 
leaders in the Apoſtaſy. were. depoſed, and ſame of them 
excommunicatc ; alſo, in the ſaid Reforming Period, they 
Ces 2g pho Lords; by. pasticylar Acknow! 2 
and Copfethpo otthe Sins Shed Minifiry, and of the whole . 


= N n 
o 's I wo a n 9 N A 
: = .37T 6A X-akll. Woo 


Land, and by rene wing theig ſolemn Covenant-cogage. 
ments. — e General ; that met in the Year 1690 
| Acknowledgment af the many h 3 
of the former Period; but on the conteary, 
.of- Befection and ; 


when lamentable Steps: Apoſtaly 
— Nee Daper offered to the forefaid 


Aſlwbly 2650 160 by Ms.” . Shields and other t 
Miniſters, the ſaid Adenbiy mas ſa far from attempting the 
Redreſs of theſe Grievances, that they approve the Report 
of their Committee N ew calling them F «© Unfeafo i 
« nas _ ing Puer uncharitable and in- 


And tho many i 
—.— 3 in the tzyo per: il 
 dethyoning:the glorious Redeemer, . : 
— m0 alone. fboyhtxvear from his RoyaiH, _ © 
a mnt . 1690: did not aſſert: the Divine Right of 
and the intrioſicle Numer ob tho Church, which WW 
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| — 1692, 33 their adjourned from i 
Time —— by the 5 —— till the Yes 3 
od; yeb there is not any landing? Tefltmony againſt 1 
fipful. Incroachments; upon} the Rights, and Liberties d 

hriſt's ſpiritual: Kingdom. Aud neither the foretfaid: A 

ly 1690, nor any nf the: Aſſemblies of the Church ſines Wl 

_ _ . that Time; did by any one fomal Ad or Stalute ph WA 

l and judicially cundemm the farrilegious Uturparion of hs 


Royal dy that blaſphemous Supremacy arrogatod du (Wi 
 ring:that bloody: Period; nor aſlected him ta be, wharks * 
j. The alone. — a 


"wo aa th "AG. 1690 Yo 
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| Defeion and 8 Perſecution. Further, f — 
1 did not expreſly approve the Coyenanted Reformation of this 
Church attained unto from the Year 1638 to 1650; Noe 
Bc id they juſtify the Wreſtlings, Teſtimonies and | Suffering 
r the Lord's Remnant in the late Perſecu Times, for 
be fame; Nor has the Obligation of our ane Na- 
ina and ere League, and their binding Force upon 
Woftccity, erer been expreſly aſſerted by any particular 
of \Nembly fince the Revolution; Nor barks So- 
en League and Covenant been ex reſly named in any of 
7 # Grounds of National Faſting fince that Time: y 
ch theſe might have been expected, conſidering hom 


bete vvenants were ſo openly violate, and 

urnt, in the former Period.” Alſo the CNET 
al ad Conſtience-hardning Oaths, Bonds and Declaras 
„ whereby Chriſt was fa fly robb'd of his 


: Royal Crown and Dignity, his Servants op 

: E ve . Ps, N uable . 
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of which the Land was 12 in t a by cou 
— hs tact}, yet theſe Bonds and Oaths were never ex- 
eſly and. pe ei condemned and mourned over: 
cher bas the Subverfon of our Covenanted 

. y "theſe parliamentary Deeds, which laid a Foundation for 
ee Tyranny and Bloodſhed which followed thereupon, 
Ween particularly acknowledged in any of our Acts ap- 
inting National Fafts fince the Revolution: Neither 
ee ſuch as made Defe#jon been duly cenſured ;. U Alben 
BE 5.1656 . „ the I ey Ang the unpt iinted Acts of 

- | That the Abi would depoſe no E fioply 
| * their by abent che Brauer 5 (of the 
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4 rial Communion ſuch of the late conform ; Miniſters, as, 


PD pon the * of the above Formula, a great many Pre. 


4 ob ras Inftance of our Moderation, That, 
« late ha 


there, 2 Chron. 34. 29. to the Cloſe, Ezra 9 and 10 Chap 


tion, the 4ſſembly 1694 * enjoin their Commiſſion ( as ſeve, Wi... 
ral Aſſemblies afterwards did) © To receive into Miniſte- 


« having qualified themſelves according to Law, ſhall ſub- 3 
« ſcribe the Frmula which was then framed. for them; lic 


whereby they were not bound to acknowledge that Pre. 


byterian Government is founded on the Word of God, bu 
only, That the Church- government, as now ſettled by 
40 . is the only Government of this Church. Na 
are Elders required to ſign any other Hrmula to this Day. 


latical Mini fers and Elders were admitted into the Boſon Wi 
of the Church, and had Acceſs to fit in Judicatories, with. 
out requiring any Evidence of their Repentance, or Sorrov ith: 
for their hainous and ſcandalous Defection: As will bee 
vident from the Commiſſion's Addreſs to Queen Anne, re. 
corded Act 1oth, Aſſembly 17512, wherein they have theſe 
Words; We cannot but lay before your Majeſty th 
nce Our mas 
ppy Eftabliſhment, there have been taken in, and 
& continued, Hundreds of Diſſenting (i. e. Epiſcopal) Mini. 
& fters upon the eaſieſt Terms. hen theſe Tnings ar 
duly confidered, and former Reforming Periods and thi 
compared, what a vaſt Difference is there between the 
Houſe of God in Scotland in its former Luftre and Glo 
and the Fabrick and Building as it was now reared up bj 
Church and State at the Revolution! The above Prattic 3 
both of Church and State is contrary to Scripture Pattern ani 
Example, and the Practice of Reforming Times record 


Neb. 9 and 10 Chap. Pſa] 78. and Pſal 106. throughout. 
III. Tho' the above Omiſſions were frequently regreted by 
Minifters and others; yet it was ſtill alledged, that the Lan 
"was no way ripe to return by ſolemn National Covenanting will 
the Lord, and that it was not a proper Time and Seaſon to be 
too particular in mentioning publick National Sins, and in co 
demning the groſs Defections and hainous Backſlidings «nl 


the former Period. Thus, when the preſent Seaſon and Oy 


Portunity of neceſſ- oy, 


Duty was neglected, ir came to be 4 4 5 
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Fogether loft ; particularly when, by the Treaty of Union, whit 
were brought under the more immediate Influence of o 
"Neighbours in England, whoſe Principles as to Church G 
5 — — t and Diſcipline, and in ſeveral Points that concen 
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:1ni-Union with Eug land, Inno 164% was reckoned the J- 
Wnour and Glory of the Three Lands at that Time; it was 
. Union for, carrying on and adyancing a Work of Refor- 
Vation in England and Freland, actording to the Ward of 
od, and the. Example of the beſt Reformed Churches: 
ar, by the fofeſaid Treaty of Union, we were incorjorate 
ich them upon Terms ene and inconfiftent with our 
WC exant-Unicd.; in regard the Maintenance and Preſerva- 
ion of the Dottrine, Worſhip, Government and Di 
ine of the Church of England,.is made a fundamental 
nd eſſential P art of the Union of the Tuo Kingdoms... The 
Commiſſion of the General Aſſembly that met at that Time, 
ing informed, That, in the Ad of Ratification' of, the Ar- 
icles of the reaty of Union, which the Parliament of 
cotland werẽ about to paſs, it was declared, That the Par- 
ſiament of England might provide for the Secarity of the 
(lurch of England, as they fhould think: expedient, to take 
ace within the Bounds of the Kingdom of England; 
Therefore the ſaid Commiſſion, in their Repreſentation and 
eiiien of the 16th of January 1707, given in to the Par- 
ment, remonſtrate againſt the foręſaid Clauſe in the Act of 
atification, got only as putting a Blank in the Hands of 
oe Parliament of England, to enact what they ſhoald think 
cor ſecuring the Hierarchy and Ceremonies of their Church; 
ot alſo as a Conſent on the Part of Scotland, that it be an Ar- 
ile and Fundamental of the Union; and as it is contained 
n the Ratification, implying a manifeſt Fomolog ation of the 
aid Hierarchy and Ceremonies: Therefore they crave, © That 
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were way be no ſuch Stipulation or Conſent for the Efta- | 


bliſhment of the Hierarchy. and Ceremonies, as they 
== would nat involve themſelves and the Nation in Guilt, 
and as they would conſult the Peace and Quiet of this 

= Nation both in Church and State. Bur, as the enſuing 
coral Aſſembly only approved of the e of this 
omnmiſſion in common Form, without an expreſs Approba- 
cor on of their Conduct in this Particular, tho* Matters of lefs 
—_ ment have ſometimes been particularly noticed; ſo the 

„anent of Scotland nowiſe regarded the foreſaid Repr 

ton and Petition, having in their A# of Ratification gi- 
Nen their Conſent, That the Maintenance of the Hierarchy 
"4 Ceremonies in England, ould be a fundamental and 
tial Article of the Union. And tho' it was then alledged, 
nc hat the ſaid Union was the beſt Mean to ſecure our Reli- 
on and Liberties againſt the Attempts of a Popiſh Pretender 
nad his Adherents; — was upon Terms contrary to 
5 ä 2 | | | 


our 


EEC 
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ap. 31. 1 2, 3. Whereupon Union | 
public] . National Sins ; and from this | | 


become one of our? | 

6, tnſtcad of maki b in ch rmation-work, we 
we be: | backſliding every, Day, and hayc 
len under the Weight of ſuch . 
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** hy 
Sth. 


ve been declining an- 1, and hay; 
rievances as ſhake the 


Foundation of our Presbyterian Church Government and WW 
e / een” a 
_ TY. Among the more immediate bitter and finful Fu 


% was n 
1 


| of the, foreſaid incorporating Union, the whole Nation was 
- made to grove under the Weight of par ö 
ous ayd fjoful Oaths; and indeed, becauſe « ing, 10 


tance, Weight and 
| dreadful Guilt and 


ing, worn off the 


Worſhip. Alſo the Sacyamental 265 and Conformity u 
the Liturgy and Ceremonies of the 4 


N 
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ain} 


7 Dey more and ware re; 
| 81 England, and coufartBing. gcc, 
Ceremonies * 
nis Church ip former I imeg, for the 
| tutions. is gradually decs n 

a 9 W 
prevail among us, about r the Worſhip 
Wripline of the Lord's Houſe. Alſo, 


e 

je 4 Union, the Oath of Abiur atian was 

in publick Truſt, both Civil and Mil 

d ram d at firft by the Parſiakient of 5 

or che Mainreoance of I 

it; nd State; and as the £ * | 
5 Adureſi, e, nt efercnce Eng, 9 — AQs a 


E „the Eli Parliament, wherein are ſore. Qualifications 
required in he Succeſſor to the Crown,” (vir. That he 


10 

ne mould be of the Communian of the Church of England 
nd hall maintain the Church of England, as by Law elta- 
en liſhed) © which arg not ſuitable to our Principles.” In 

of ihe above e 1 the * Land is more 
„ore involved in Sin, Amos 8. 14. 4 2. Chap. 23. 10. 
V. m the Lear 1712, an almoſt bande 1 8 
he ranted, by which 1 overnment © AL e of thus 
em buch were exceedin 


; Noa mi for Lazneſs in 
adress to 
- almoſt to a 


uin of the Chris af of 
11 are contrary to the Word of Mi 


or- Er- 7. 25, 26. Zecb. 13. 2,3. Rom. 14 3 "Rev. 2.85 
1p, wa 15, 20. Chap. 1: Ms 16, 17. 85 e es of 
re. yurch contain Confeſhon, 4 8 al Ks 
t of 8 3. and the A to the Queſtion in the I. 

y to chaſm, What are the Sins forbidden in the ſecond e 

J ü ent: And the preſent Was: mainly intended and deſigned for 


WW cogrtning and ſupporting a malignant and | 
io land, . ever ſince the Revolution, have a! | 
4 E the Cauſe and Intereſt of a Popiſh Pretender, an 
boſe Meetings to this Day are not only Nurſeries of Super- 
lition, but Seminaries of DifufeRion to our Sovereign King 

e, and ty Protcftant Succeſſion in his illuſtrious ily, 
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mil 1 leſs Toleration is F Stroke and u ment 
i this be kh 1 and Land, ſo the Growth of 10 80 and 


5 be 0h he. genuine Fruits and Effects of the 
jably reckoned among the Cauſes of the Lord 
Wark a finful and backiliding g Scotland. It deſerves 
Iſo to bo nur that the 22815 Liturgy and Ceremonig 
Pere never. ited, even x; theſe of the — 4 Bens 


' Hbjuration, ich Was at at 1 to be 
if mend obſerycd) b all. Perſons in Civil and 
Mili Th , Was now impo Kopen the Mhnifters of. this 
Church, eh beſide the Bult Ef Effects it produced i in 
venting and brazking "the Mini iN among themſetves, > Jay be 
quftly reckoned one R our publick National Sins ; far a 
the united Mfitution, dire Hy polite to 4 Covenant- Wl 
Foes, is there D homolog ate 19 ven unto; and i in re egard il 
4 Oath; fogether Vik the Allegiance, i is Cable. in > 
od of tbr; oor Solemn National Covenants, which conta 
the iet Eg ngage ments of Duty to the Hvereign, a mol 
Tolemn Renunciatiop of Popery, and conſequently of all Foyib 
"Pretender tenders whatſoever, * 
n . the forefaid Year 171 2, the Rigbt of Preſentatin 7 
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to vacant 17 * claimed by Patrons was again refto- * 
red anta them: Againſt this the Church of Scotland has af 


Ways teftified;” 91 abyerſive of the Right of Election belong 
ing to Chriſtian "Congregations by the Word of God, as wi 
the /erond Bok of . Diſcipline, Chap. 12. „The Libet 1 13 
'« the 5 a 8 22 called to the Eccleſiaſtical 3 
4 ions, and ſerved without Interruption ſo long as th 2 
« Kirk was not corrupt ed A Antichriſt, we deſire to el 
| 4 2 e Tetained ud his 877 m; Fo e * "mf 
44 4 ed upon any Congregation, either by the Prince c 
inferich Perton, KS. lawful Election, and the 
« A ent of the People over whom the Perſon is placed; 
sas the Practice of the Apoſtolical and Primitive 2 rk and 1 
6 good Order crave.“ As the Act of Parliament reſtorigz 1 
108 Right of Preſentation to Patrons; was a heavy Stroke | 
n this Church; fo the Countenance that has been gi 

| 15 55 this Antichriftian Uſurpation by the preſent Fudicatoria J 
of the Church, in the Settlement of Miniſters upon Preſer Wl 
#ations from Patrons, over reclaiming and diſſenting Congre i 
ions, is one of the Sins and Corryptions of the ine ; 
Ime, ' 
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river to his Church, is diſhonoured, and his Heritage woun» 
ed, ſcattered and broken, as may be afterwards more par- 
L VIL Beſides the Tolcration and Patronage Acts, Countes 
vance is given by Authority of Parliament to the Obſerya: 
ion of Holy-days in Scotland, by the Vacation of our moſt 
onliderable Courts Li Juſtice in the latter End of December. 
This ſuperſtitious Practice was condemned by the Acts and 
onſtitutions of this Church, and declared by th General 
Aſſembly that met at Glaſgow Anno 1638, to be abjured by 


e National Covenant. . W 
| Theſe are ſome Inſtances of the gradual Declinings of this 
Church and Land from Reformation- purity, that did take 
lace between that remarkable and wonderful Appearance 
f Divine Providence in the Ycar 1688, and the Acceſſos 
f our late Sovereign King George to the Throne. Therefore 
„ Presbytery judge it their Duty to condemn, likeas wy 
e do condemn, all the foreſaid Steps of Defection, for the 
vera] Grounds and Reaſons above condeſcended upon, as con- 
cio the Word of God and our ſolemn Covenant-engagements # 
-d they bereby declare, that they are National Sins, and every 
e 1 them may be juſtiy peckoned among. the Grounds and 
I 4/cs of the Lord's Indignation and Controverſy with us, for 
ich all Ranks of Perſons have Reaſon to be deeply bumbled 
=—_ Tho', inſtead of making Progreſs in Reformation-work, 
any valuable Pieces of Reformation, once attained unto 
ei Church and Land, were not only neglected, BEE 
e Matter given up at the Revolution; and tho“, in of 
olding faft what was then attained unto, the Church of 
(land did loſe Ground, and was involv'd in new Steps of 
ecclining and Backſliding ; and at the fame Time, tho a 
Ppalignant and diſaffected Party were unwearied in their 
AF lots and Projects to deſtroy any good Work the Lord had 
ought for us by the Revolution: Yet the Lord, whoſe 
ni Gracious and Merciful, Long-ſuffering, and Slow to 
ese, dealt not with us according to the Deſert of our Sins, 
, under many frowning and wrath-like Diſpenſations of 
oridence, remembred Mercy, and ſaved us from our Ene- 
*, and put them to Shame that bated us. Therefore, a- 
ong the many remarkable A of God for his 
hurch and People in this Land, bis Presbytery judge it 
eir Duty to commemorate and record with Thai the 


rerance from threatned Ruin, that was brought about 
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gerek the Year * 
go e Anne's Kare a 


7 tdvered ue: nnd wht te Was t that De- 
s were not only formed, but very far advanced, for 
= Popiſs Pretender upon the Throne of rheſe Realms; 
hich, if they had taken Place, would have brought the Three ; 
| Nations back into the ſame miſerable Circamftances in which | 
dry before the Revolution: Bur the Lord 
pleaſed to der the Cloads, and ro diſap- | 
Ethel Br 


n+ to the the feafonable Acceſſion of our Ws 
| ne. This was like ano- 
ther — — ht rn by bis immediate Hand, who | 
cats A fed the Syirit A rincez, and appears terrible to the Kings | 
ſooner was mr L. Deliverance given us, 
** nmr Rebellion broke forth in our Bowes the 
Atverefts of Pretender were eſpouſed, and | 
Banner was age againſt the e t, our 
Sverelgn King George, = the Proteftant Succeſſion in bi; | 
Royal Te and that by a Sett of Men in this Land for | 
Lars Sake <4] Toleration Aber. ere. was granted, avd | 
Who were alwa _ Enemirs to Scotl, s Covenente 
Reformation : the Lord was gractoully pleaſed to 
theit Meaſures, to pour — Contempt upon our E- 
and to tarn Wars into Peace in all m Borders, | 
"When the Hand of the Lord was fb remarkably ſeen in 
working manifold pan . it mi hr have be een ex. 
cted that 1 ing ſhould e for carry rying 
Reformation- work; What 2 — hed done trove for bis 
Bor. Scotland, than what b and yet, 2555 
de loten Aer ow bave brow 85 we have 
des br fort Se bd 10 Deſiverance, we 
kve riot * Kallen erp, as if we had no Enemy to fear, 
but as if we had been delivered to add Iniquity to our for- 
mer Treſpaſſes; Corriptios in Principle and Practice is come 
to a grenter Height i in ſeveral Inftances in this preſent Ape, 
than in any Period fince our Reformation from Popery; 
damnable and pernicious Principles are propagate, which 
Have a Tendeger to raze the Sead and Foundations of 
- our Chriſtian Faith: Arias Bla ies aud Arninian 
rors have been vented in one of our moſt corifiderable 3 
 Snlttavies of Rr where the Youth are rings uo 
"the Holy Miniſtry; ferious Godlitieſs, arid t 11 To 
"ral Work of the of God upon the Souls en 
their Effertual Calling, have ve dae treated, "Web * - 


and otherwiſe, in ——— 
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— — 600} againſt 


of Religion, takes Place of the Power and Lafe thereof 
thro the Land; The Keys bf Government and Diſei 
commitred to the Office-bearers of 5 geen 
rious Head, for the Edification of his Bod 

| his Inſticurions in their Purit 4 — for 

God of unſound Minifters an ugh: 
the Offences whereby the Flock of Chrift way be b — — 
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with Chrift hath D pk eh re. 


upon. But as rin 1s 
y = n 2 Pre 
Height of the preſent Defection and Backſliding, ſo this 


Fu 


lowing. 


been vented by Mr. John Simſon Profeſſor of Divinity in the 


« | fes that have been carried on againſt him. 
Ti Wyen he was 21 before the Jaditatorles of 


lowing dat Errors are owned and defended” * 
nag Foee. to the Libel giyen in to * 

gow againſt him, by the Reverend Mr. 7 
Minifter of the Goſpel at b. ny Thad by 
of Nature, and the Works of Creation and Providencty' inc 


May 

be called an implitite and obſcure 

. e jrviled by & am publiſbed tevire to the 
whe Wer and ; and Night nd joe th Z La Lig the Gof I 

» clearer . yew 

xealed to the- _— or that , e | 

; fo all h the Church (a) 1 . the 


of the Goſpel; and 


hat Providens lays to their Hau, ſeek 


of Reconciliation, neceſſary for theiv acceſs - 


0 Anſwers to Mr. art, n 1, wing” 


Errors of the Time, has not been lifted ap by the Judica- 
tories of the Church. A Form of Godlineſs, a' Shadow 


| RAnmbled, and for the Maintenance of the Liberties where 


Prexhyvery Jags "ir their: Duty Wan 
I. & Scheme of pernicious! and tan Principles les 
| Univerſtty'of Glaſgow; a5 is evident from the ſeyeral Proceſs 


this Chureh, ' in the Years 1714, 1715 and 1716, the — 


2 


2 145 
Lebe 
* God has given an obſcure abjettive Revelation to at 
Alen, of bi being veconcileable to Sinners; and that the Heatben 
1 that there is a Remedy fo 7— — 


the Benefit of the 


wid ts Sinceruy and Trath, aud in the diligent 0 — 
from Gol the R, * 


tbe „* 
222 and being — bim, ung 


— — 
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Cas) 
n it to them (b). Lib e hes thor ene en 
apjointed-of Gad for obtaining ſaving Grace, which, Means, 
ben diligently uſed id Seriouſneſs, Sincerity aud Faith of 
being beard, God bas promiſed. to bleſs with Succeſs; and the 
e au ti Means uber „ i mot above the | 
b of aur natural Ability and Power (c). All theſe Pro- 
are directly contrary to the Doctrine held forth 
1 the Word of in our Confeſſion of Faith; particu- 
ary Chap. 3 $1 where, according to the cited, 
we arc taught, that, Alcho* the Li c of Nature, and the 
«© Works of. Creation and P ſo far manifeſt 
- & the Goodneſs, Wiſdam and — Goa. as to leave 
4 Men inencuſable; yet they are not ſufficient, to give that 
2 Knowledge of God, and of his Will, Ee, — — 
*& unto, Salvation.“ r ba aboy tions, 
Mr. Jenſen of Natural 
x „ bur that 


Le — 
dation for the oe ay 


| the dil t U he M 
which Proyidence lays t EET ** 


Sincerity and Truth = 11 of the Way, of «pos 

ciliation; vhereby ſome kind of Sufficiency is given to Na- 
| Jea, ſach a Sufficiency, as lays a Foundation 

ope and Conſdence towards God, for ob- 
. ne are him, and conſe- 
eternal Salvation; contrary to Sb. 2. 12. where; the 
whole. Heathen World. are declared to be. «without. God and 
—.— And whatever, Advantages the Heathen may be 
ppoſed to have by Tradition, yet the Apo teſtifies, That 
ah rid by Hſu hae not God; and they were ſo far 
from ſceking after the Knowledge of of the Way of Recon- 
ton thor. when, yy ables . unto. them by. the 
— 1. 


hey; rejected the ſame not a- a ; 
greeable to their carnal ! 1 vr 1. 7 23, Iſa, 65. 
EG Ron 10, 20. Beſides, by the abere Prapolations, 
whether they be evithis 
Diſhonqur of 


or vitbont the Church, re to the 


er bo. O 42s 


t 0 from Gad in tl . i are b : += 

alf from Sad in tt in 7 

160 25 FLO under the 1 54. 5 Fiank Di Darkneſs, ai 

| odly Enemies to God, but by Nature Epmity againſt 7-50 

is held forth from 1 t 342 in our Confeflion of a 
ili 


Chap. 9. 5. 3 Fall into a State of 8 
« hath wholly lo all Ability of Will to an | 
| « Good accompanying Salvation; ſo asa Man, be- 
ing altogether averſe from that Good, and 42 1 . 

« js not able by his own * to convert himſelf, or to 
pare himſelf thereto. ; 

he above Propofitions, e Man's Powers and A- 
bilities in a natural State, are ngerous, when it is 
conſidered, that Mr, Simſon red. the ordinary Anſever 
given by our orthodox Divines to a Pelagian Objection, 
viz. That itis unjuſt in God to command what we baue 10 
Power to perform, All Reformed Divines make Anſwer, 
That we had ſufficient Power and Ability .in Adam, bur 
have loſt it by our Fall; and, tho* we have loſt Power to 
obey, yet God has a juſt Right to command. This Anſwer 
Mr. Simſon re jects as no way ſufficient, and ſubſtitutes whar 
is contained in 1. above Propoſitions in the Room of it *, 
whereby, inſtead of removing the Objection, he gives 
the Cauſe of Truth to the Pelagians and Arminians 
the Diſhonour of God, and hardning of theſe groſs 
verters of the Truth, and to the ſubverting and poiſo⸗ 
ning of thoſe with whom he was intruſted to train up for 
the holy Miniſtry. (2.) The ſaid Mr. Simſos maintains 
and a Thats ther was no proper Covenant made with 
Adam for bimſelf and bis Poſterity (d): That Adam as not 
a fœderal Head to bis Poſterity ge); and that, if Adam waz 
made a farderal Head, it muſt be by Divine Command; ; epbich 
is not found in the Bible (f). The above Propo ſitions are 
contrary to the Doctrine held forth from the Word of God, 
in our Confeſſion, Chap. 6.S 3. Chap. 7. S 2. and the Anſeer 
| fo the Dyeftion in the Larger and Shorter Catechi we; Dia 
all Mankind fall in Adam's 75 rſt Tranſgreſſon? above 

groſs and erroneous Propofitions are the Fee and 
Ground of a Chain of Principles connected with chew, 
whereby the Reformed Doctrine contained in our Confe 

Fon of Faith is a ye aan and oyerturned; for, by the 
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Denial of the fadera! Repreſentation, the . oy ation 
of Adam 's firſt Sin falls ro 1425 Ground Nor fre —_ 
INES eyor 


* Anſwers p. 210. © Aners 166. ( P. 174 
(f) p. 176. 
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2 to maintain the Imputation of Adam's ſirſt 
5 
; eh ' dien's feoderal Repreſcataiin of bl Poſterity is 
gdiſowned, his frſt Sin can no more be called theirs, tha 
the Sins of their immediate Parents. That this Proper Im- 
patation of dan firſt Sin is denied by him, will further 
appear from the following groſs and dangerous Propofitions 
which he maintains and defends. For, (3.) He affirms, 
That it is inconſiſtent with the Juſtice and Goodneſs of God to 
'eyeate a Soul without Original Righteouſneſs, or any Diſpoſe: | 
zin to Good (g); and that the Souls of Inf anti fince the Fall, 
. they come from the Hand) of their Creator, are as pure ang 
Lay, as the Souls of Infants <yould have been created, ſuppoſing 
Aan bad not fallen; and that bey are created as pare and holy 
4. Adam's was, except as to theſe Qualification; and Habits 
Prop be received, as being created in an adult State (b). Theſe | 


x 


Propoſitions are directly contrary to the Doctrine held 
forth fram the Word of God in our Confeſſion, Chap. 6.5 2, 
„4. And the Anſwer to the Queſtion in the Larger and 
[Ah Catechifm ; herein conſiſts the Sinfulneſs of that E- 
| Pate wyhbercinto Man fell? And the Anſwer to the Pur: 
Fion in the Larger Catechiſm; How is Original Sin conveyed 
from our jf Parents to their Pefterity! (4.) Mr. Simon allo 
_ affirms and defends, That "tis probable, that, of the qwwhel: 
Race of Mankind, moe are elected and ſaved, than reprobated 
and damned (i) He owns, That of the adult, or theſe come 
to Years, it is plain from Scripture, that the moſt part ar: 
weitber elected nor ſaved: But, that he may account for the 
Number of the Elect and Saved, he aſſerts, That it is more 
ban probable that baptiſed Infants dying in Infancy are all ſa- 
ved (k); and that it is manifeſt, if God ſhould. deny bis ſaving 
Grace to all, or any of the Children of Infilels, be would deal 
more ſeverely qith them than be did with the fallen Angels (I. 
By the above Propofitions, Mr. Simon judges it probable, 
that all [»fants dying in Infancy are included in the De- 
cree of Election; which is very agreeable to the Arminian 
Scheme, which teacheth, That the Decree of Election is 
Influenced from foreſeen Conditions and Qualifications in 
the Creature; bur contrary to the Doctrine held forth from 
ſhe Word of God in our Confeſſion, Chap. 3.8 5. . Thoſe 
* of Mankind that are predeftinated unto Life, God, be- 
fore the Foundation of the World was laid, accordi 
, 925. 22. (C0 P. 220. C) p. 196, () p. 111, (1) Ayfygry 
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tt to his eternal and immutable Purpoſe, and the ſetit 
« Counſel and good Pleaſure of his Will, hath choſen in 
« Chrift unto everlaſting Glory, out of his mere Grace 
© Love, without any Foreſight of Faith or good Works, 
« Perſeverance in either of them, or any other Thing in 
| & Creature, as Conditions or Cauſes moving him thereto, and 
« all to the Praiſe of his glorious Grace; and conſequent» 
ly without any Regard unto their infant or adult State. It 
is plain from the Scriptures, that God has choſen ſome of 
Mankind to eternal Life, out of his mere good Pleaſure al. 
lenarly, Rom. 9. 11. Fr the Children being not yet born, mei- 
ther having dane Good or Evil, that the Purpoſe of God accord+ 
ing to Election might flaud, not of Works, but of him that- cal 
leth. V. 13. As it is written, Jacob baue I loved, and Eſac 
þave I bated. Beſides, by the above Propaſitions, he main. 
tains the Certainty of the Salvation of all Infants, when he 
rhellengty ie Ahh ee CS 
wards them, in caſe he ſhould deny his ſaving Grace to 
any of them, than is exerciſed towards the fallen Angels; 
cſpecially when this is compared with his other Propoſetion, 
| noticed above, That none are excluded from the Benefit of the 
Remedy for Sin provided, but theſe vbo by their actual Sins ex- 
clude themſelves, All theſe Propoſitions have an evident 
err 
Deſert of Original Sin imputed and inherent. Likewiſe, if 
the above Doctrine taught by Mr. 8 is true, then 
there is no Ground to fear the Damnation of any upon the 
account af Original Sin, tho? it is the bitter Fountain and 
n ſhons, and makes us 
ildren af Wrath by Nature: According to the Doctrine 
held forth from the Word of Gad in our e Chap. 
6. § 6. „ Every Sin, both Original and Actual, being a 
** Tranſgreſſipn of the righteous Law of God, and con- 
* trary thereto, doth in its awn Nature bring guilt upon 
the Sinner; whereby he is hound over to the Wrath of 
Cod, and Curſe of the Law, and ſa made ſubjecł 
* to Death, with all Miſeries Spiritual, Temporal and 
Eternal. (5.) Mr. Simſom likewiſe impugns the immediate 
previous Divine Concourſe with all the Actions of the reaſo. 
nable Creature, and in Place thereof affirms, That Gad may 
determine infallibly all the Afions of reaſonable Creatures, 
that are not aboue their natural Powers, and are not contrary 
fo their natural [nclinations and Diſpoſtions, by placing then: 
Y ſuch Circumſtances, by which they have a certain Series and 
Tren of Motive; laid before them, by which they L 
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rting the 
abſolute Dominion of God over the free Actions of reaſo. 
bim in Motion and Action, as well as in their Being, and 
Preſervation in the ſame ; whereas the Way whereby Mr. 
&mſm explains the Divine Providence about all the Actions 
df reaſonable Creatures, leaves the Creature i in 
Motion and Action upon the adorable Creator. ſome 
of the ordinary Terms, that are uſed by Divines upon this 
Subject, are not in our Confeſſion of Faith; yet the Do- 
Etrine of the immediate previous Divine Concourſe with all rhe 
Actions of the reaſonable Creature, as it is explained by 
our Reformed Divines, is plainly held forth therem from the 
Word of God, Chap. 5. 58 4. The almighty Power, un- 
« ſearchable Wiſdom, and igfinite Goodneſs of God, ſo far 
ec manifeſt themſelves in his Providence, that it extenderh 
« itſelf even to the firſt Fall, and all other Sins of Angels 
<«< and Men; and that not by a bare Permiſſion, bur ſuch 

_ © as hath joined with it a moſt wiſe and powerful Bounding, 
« and othereyiſe ordering and governing of them in a ma- 
44 nifold Difpenſation to his own holy Ends; yet fo 
<<. as the Sinfulneſs proceedeth only from the Creature, 
* and not from God, who, being moſt holy and righteous, 
« neither is, nor can be the Author or Approver of Sin. 
And the Anſwer to the Queſtion in the Larger and Shorter 
Catechiſm, I bat are God's Works of Providence? (6) Mr. 
Simon likewiſe affirms and maintains, That a Regard to our 
own Happineſs, and the Proſpet# of our eternal Felicity ani 
Blefſedneſs in the Enjoyment of God in Heaven, ought to be out 
chief Motive in ſev the Lord upon Earth (n). He alfo 
afhirms upon the Anſwer to the firft Qxeſtion of the Cats 
ebiſm, That our glorifying God, being the Means, is JR 
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257 P: 44 5 * I bat is fot — 2 ——— - - 
he Inſtinct of that new Nature the Lord endueth J 


« 3 hence it aka. greateſt 
12 — him for bimſeif. 
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« Endz: tho yet they are called herewith: to — 
« pineſs; and likewiſe, that it is thro a Eee Reſpech 
410 God's Honour and Glory, and nat ia — cllies 


« Reſpect ro our own HappineG, that the: Diflercace: bes 
6 ———— he doubeful 


ace is to he c 


« Chriſtian; Therefore it is no 
« God, (0 teach what is — — 


—— — — 


—— Gedin' 
— — which eee by c. 
ing of the: Teetbd. 
L2.] By n againſt the did Mr. Simſer, be- 
gun before the Broken of — Anno: 1726, and car- 
ried on before the Judicatorics till the. Aſembiy i jag whenic- 
Mas s congladed the ſaid Mr. Simon was found guilty of many”. 
other groſs and dangerous Errors, in regard it was found 
cle: ly proven, That, 1 he had de- 
nme, e 
0 Anbyers, p. 149. @ Bid. p. 149. @ 1514 5 233. 
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Shorter ( ms, How many Perſons are tbers in The Gol 
bead ? —— 11. It deſerves alſo 
be obſerved, That ſome Hypotheſes adopted by Mr. Sim. 
Jos, and which reod to atribure 109 much co natural Reaſe 
are the of the above dangerous Errors — 
and In his ſecond Lerter to Mr. Rowan, he 
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Qrine held forth in our Confeſſi 
4 vate Spirits are to be examined, and in whoſe Sentenee we 
 Siveſow having once ſet Reaſon in the Chair, and exalted it 


Auam, and the many cred Truths that are connected with 


Senſe that includes the rg . 2. ＋ 


fo the Sow. — all which — che 
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Socinian Pr That 
tions naturally revealed, is the 
beology ; and that — is to by 
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admitted in Religion, 


os of Faith, Chap. 95 32 
% The Supreme Judge, by which all Controverſies of Re- 
<< Jigion are to be determined, and all Decrees of Counctls, 
% Opinions of ancient Writers, Doctrines of Men and pri- 


are to reſt, can be no other but the Holy Spirit f | 
« in the Scripture. And contrary to the Anſever to the 
ſecond Dueſtion in the Larger and Shorter Catechiſm. Mr. 


to be Judge in Principles of 'Faith, it is no Wonder that 
he rejects the Teſtimony of dein hig bun Word concer- 


ning the — and Repreſentation of the 24 


that i N r and that he has maintained the other 
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alle dim 7 ing alſo, he was at length led to impugn 


Everlaſt 


ſeveral 


ty the Light 
| #ncladirg 2 rudition, God bath gives an obſcure objeftive Retela- 


| #ion to all Men, of bis n —_ 
| the Heathen may know there is a Remedy ad? A 
wed] That It is probable nam are excluded fron the Bone 


be World, theſe who by their actual Sins exclude be- 
| ſelves, and ſlig or rejets\eith the clear Light of the Goſpel 


I Je and his Poſtevity : + That Adam cha tot a 
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geg ee ed de 


and 


the Supreme Deity and Neceſſary Exiftence of him 
whoſe 


me is, Wonderful, Counſeller, the Mighty God, the 
Father, the Prince of Peace, Iſa. y. 6. 
This Pxx5s3ytany conſidering, That the Purity of Do- 
Eine maidtained in thi this Church . very much 
by the above groſs and ors, and that many 
may be A- Longer ary pare them in a Day 
wherein Atheiſm and Infi rr ſo much abound: There- 
fore they wid, and bereby do; upon the eig bey Grounds aud R. 
fons abdde-narxated, CONDEMN - as contrary to the 
Word of God, our Confeſſion of Faith and Catechifſms, the 
fitions above-mentioned, maintained and defended 
by Mr. Smſon, viz. Ratio ut ſumitur pro Propo 


ibs nat 


| raliter revelatis, eft Principium ſen fundamentum 'Thevlogie 3 


and that 


is to be admitted in Religion, but cuba 2 
agreeable to Reaſon, and determined by Reaſon to be o 3 
of Nature, aud Works of Creation ae 


arbich may be called an implicite or obſcure 


the Remach for Sin, provided by God, and publifbed tsvice to 


revealed o the Church, of that vbſcure Di and Offer of 
Brace made z all without the Church e That if the H 
in the Uſe of the Mans they have, Would ſeek the Kwotwledga 
of the Way of Reconciliation,” Ga Wonld diſcover it to them ? 


| That there" Ar Means God for obtaining ſaving. 
Grace; which | Means, ben 8 * — with Seriouſneſs, 


. and Faith of being , beard, God bath jrowiſed" to bleſs 
with Sucteſy ; and the going about theſe Means inthe” — 
Manger, is yot above the Reach of our natural Ability an oer = 
That there wal not a proper Covenaint 3 
ro bis Pofterity ; and bat, if Adam wal we! hon A 2 
Head, it muſt be by a Divine Cu obich i not 
in the Bible? That it is inconſiſtent with the 5 Rice 
neſs of God, to create a Soul without 
Diſpoſttions to Good : That the Souls of Infa 
bel, wie 


; "= 
lien ; and that they are. created. as pure and 
| boly as Adam's was created, except as to thoſe Dus ations 
2 Habits, ephich be received, ' as being created in an adult 
State: T. oo! it is more thau probable hy all baptiſek Isfants, 
& in Infancy, are ſaved ; and that it is manifeſt, 85 God 
FA deny bis Grace to all, er 27. the Children i Tnfpdels, 
be uruld deal more ſeverely with them than be ad with the 
722 Angels : That there is 10. 9 previous. Divine 
oncourſe SE all the Aﬀjns. of the reaſonable Greature ; and, 
bat a Regard to our own Happineſs, und the Preſpec of our 
eternal Felicity and Bl:ſſedneſs in the Enjoyment F God is 
Heaven, ought to be our chief  Hotive in ſercing ibe Lord : vo 
Earth; on” That our og larifying God, being the Means, is 
ſubordinate to our Enjoyment of. bim for ever, Which ig. our ulti- 
mate 5 hat, were it not for the Preſp: a-of « Happineſs, 
ws could mot, and 1bere fore would not, ferve Gad: That there 
925 he 10 Finning in Hell a dn the la 77 5 udg ment. And the 
; PamsvyrTER% hereby d tions, vented 
bt. by the ſaid Mr. 73 to be dz e Ta 
eee de, ee 
an t Tendency to ſubvert of Men. As al 
this Px S$BYTERY did, and hereby. do, CONDEMN the 
4 tions found clearly proven ag e foreſaid 
A oo y the ſeveral Genetal Aſſemblies 10 1 
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declzred, That our Lord and 2 — Jeſus (Quif whoſe 


we arc to imitate, 2d not bimſelf, and 
3 but 2b. Pill and. Glory 
" of bis . Father that ſent him; and tha: to he Lovers of our 
own ſelves, that is, to love ourſelyes. inordinately; is one of 
the blackeſt of Crimes. And. it muft needs be an ivordinate 


elke PE madt ih cf end 
1 


ell, our Self-inte- 
is made the chief and leading Motive of} 

Love to Pet. fince, according to this ſe 22 Scheme, 

"wc. (eg pra God not for 8 or for his own Sake, but fer 
— whereby we prefer ourſelves to our Maker, and 
ourſclyes more than the adorable Creator, which may 
reckoned the greateſt Impiety. It muſt * in 

man | that as the declarative Glory of God, 

f AR of his Being, and the glorious PYcellens 
and Perfections of his Nature, is the chief End of God in 
All his Works, for the Lord bath made all Things for bimſei, | 
Prov. 16, 4. Sa it is very groſs and abſurd in Mr. C 
to affirm, that our Se T intereſt muſt be the great Cauſe ani 
firſt Spring of all our ſeyeral Actions; and that our Sek. 
love is the great commanding Motive, that determines usn 
the Purſuit of Virtue; and that becauſe (as he thinks fit 
expreſi himſelf) © The Deity is ſtudious of the Good o 
« hig * from Self. intereſt (b).“ Thus he wickedl 
argues, That we, in acting from our. Self, intereſt, i miu 
Goa, and cannot act from à higher and more perſect f 
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Subject do not * 1 005 than His Sentimokts ; rap, 
* DES do not 


5 2 . n 


5 a ni 


1 + 
ol 198988 . 7 af fn IF _F by "OV « 7 * 1 * o 
: PPV oO 7 
1 8 J 308 7 N N 3 WI . e ET : 
; CR Bt Pg” h LESS Wa „ 3 CTC * n f ðͤ . ²˙ NI-GCS » " l 
. n n n 54 1 ] ER WOE SAT Sd Fi BD GE . r 2 E 4 — 
r 5 NEAT AN r e r "RY, 
£2 om . * > SIG a ONS 8 1 e037 .. * 8 3 8 0) Fe SW 4 mat 
4%; 2 « þ Rl Ts. Ih. eh N of G Op he MOBS 
__ „ e - hs * W 3 . 8 * 


a 


— 93 
P. 8. 


= 


„* eker be the foke Princip | d 4 
1 eligious A&ions: 'And the Aﬀembly's being of the _ 
on « That the Commirtce's chas lating "the Mairter | 
GS — — „ 


duced his Sei concerning th ole 
WPrinciple,' Scat hai 3 ori — 
Actions, 2 burts too bigh. 


bf Self-live: | th | -T 

Fon ire king elſe = Es — | 
4; herch bw ruths of God, 7 

te to t e Motive of our — 


ic wounded nd Wed — — 2 
Mr. 0 in his Diſcourſe at | 
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Work of the Ho Sik upon the Souls of Men in theit Re 
eenera fon and C verſion, in regard he affirms,:** [That 
4 Z many in the World look upon theſe Manifeſtations which 
* they think they have of the Nature and-Excellencies of 
God, as ſupernaturally communicated” to their —_— 
„ and take theſe inward Raviſhments they fee N 
* pretended” Revelations, to be all Divine Joys po 
, upon them by the immediate Hand of God 2 and 
that it is evident beyond all reaſonable Diſpute, that. all 
ſuch Events may poſſibly have come about in a natural 
„ Courſe and Series of Things (be makes no Exc 
pf any, but ſuch as are of the wegen and extraordinary 
Kine nd) without any more immediate Interpoſing of the Di- 
„than there is when a Man opens his Ey — 
8 behold the Sun in its Glory at Noon day (a "2. Hhe' 
We firms, © Thar an extravagant Conceit of being fo, 
© bleft with ſach ſupernatual Communications from Hea- 
ven, makes up the very Life and Soul of Enthuſiaſm (bY 
WHe deſcribes the Enthuſiaſt to be one, who, in the Courſ& 
of his Devotion, keeps not within the Compaſs of Rea+ 
ſon (c). Whereby he makes Human Reaſon, in its pre- 
ſent Situation, our only Guide in our Devotion. He alſo re- 
| preſents the Enthuſiaſt to be one, who, in the Courſe of 
his Devotion, without to the Dictates of Rea- 
** ſon, imagines himſelf to be under the immediate In- 
'© fluences of Heaven; and therefore concludes, that theſe 
Things which run ſtrongly i in his Mind, are immediately 
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4thly, Further, Mr. C7 in his: Writings has aſſer 
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and ſufficient Rule to direct rational Minds to Happineſs; 
« and that our obſerving of theſe Laus is the great Mean 
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ies and Followers of Chriſt bebeld bim in the Glory of bis, 
eine Perſon; they bebeld bis Glory, the Glory as of the only. 
> WD ccvtten of the Father, full of Grace and Truth; and that 
een while he dwelt among them, in the Days of his Hu- 

iiation: That they looked upon him to be the Meſtab, the 
sn of the living God; a Diſcovery which Nie and Blood, 
that is, human Reaſon) had not made to them, but the 
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+ et#-d nothing from him but à temporal Deliverance, John 1} 
4. Mar. 16. 16, 17. John 6. 68, 69. 14. i. Mat. 2. 
ww £4 11. John 9. 355 to 38. | ohn 16.30. & 21. 17. & 20. 28. 
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The above, Propoſitions are likewiſe contrary to the Do I 
&rine laid down in our Confeſſion of Faith and Catechiſms, Wil 
viz. © That the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghoſt, are 
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The Cauſe of Truth hath ſuffered exceeding]! 1 and th Fl 
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ion, That the above Sentiments vented b -Y 
4 contain only his conjectural Opinion the in. Wal 
& ward Sentiments of other Men; and that our Canfeflion 
and Catechiſms teach nothing concerning theſe Marters Wi 
As alſo, that his Deſign was, © to give the greater St 1 
* ro his Argument for riddicgrng the es from Enthu· 
* ſiaſin. And their di diſmiſſing theſe groſs and erroneoui 
Propoſſtions as doubtful Eroſion only, "wich may be co 
however ſound they may be u 


This their Conduct cannot be enough lamented, if it vn 
confidered, that the above Pr 33545 arc hereby purgei nl 
all Manner of Falſhood or Vaoundacs in themſelves, Wl 
ing what is falſe in itſelf can gth to an A. 
gument ; nor can it be the e for a Man's venting 
unſound Propofitions, that be deſi by them to zin 
Srength to his Argument. That th tions c © | 
criptures, has been ſhown in _ above Paſſages tha 

Baze been cited; ard this is to determine them to e 
ET 7 * e Krain and genera gen proce = 
o ' ed, they may 0 ls 
. * God, as well as erery cy 


_- ts — * —— i 
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our Confe an of Faith; for it 
—iftry, of . 
ers, 25 t their Pr ai by t oft 
> f 3, 8. and to whom he 7 all Things private 
be. openly in Parallel; It theſe however be 
F bis Divinity, and e Ni 


! 1 ror bim, „in * Eee betwixt his Death and Re- 
ccecdtion, looked upon bim as 4 Cheat and Impoſtor ; no Ever | 
1 Dpioion can be juſtly maintained of any then Living. 
sy be given up to Mr. C—— , That one may. * Tos 
as er (for ſuch were all his Diſciples except Judas) who = 
% not yet believe the Divinity of the Sen of Cad; and conſe- 
x Wooly, chat! the Church may be conflitute of a Comp an of Infidels 
4, 4 Chriſtian Name; which is very agrecabl po £24 
ad Deiftical Schemes. It may be likewiſe 5 to 
hat one may have a true and ſaving Faith, as the de Dies 
ertainly had, and yet fall totally away from the ſame into 
_ ef fdelity ; for groſſer cannot be imagined, than 
at all the Diſciples ſoould look upon their Lord as a downright 
, and Impoſtor: Both which are contrary to the above 
ddages of the Confeſſion, and the Scriptures theſe Articles 
e founded upon. And from Mr. C——T's above Prin- 
ole it follows, that Jobs 1. 14. and all the other Declara- 
„ and Confeſſions, that the 4po#les in the Days of his Hu- 
iliation made, concerning their Faith of bis True, Proper 
44 Supreme Deity, are nothing to the Purpoſe ; and that no 
rgument can . rawn for the ſame, from any ſuch 
ions and Confeſſions that are recorded in the four Goſhels, 
All the above-mentioned are ſome of the A bee era 
: L and Propoſitions that ly ſcattered t 
I's Wruings. And this Presbytery taking into 1 4 | 
ou, ; Conſederation the Diſhonour that is done to God, the 
jury that is done to his Truths by all 4 A Propoſi 
; and alſo conſidering, that Ty; y o er 
: Sy bo: ainted with the fame in this j 1 Apoſtaſy 
a fection from the Truths of Goa: Therefore, and for 
WW! che ſeveral Grounds and Reaſons above condeſcended 
oon, They did, and bereby do, CONDEMN all andevery 
„r 2728 Propoſitions maintained and defended by the 
vid Ar. I, as contrary to the Mord of God, our Con- 
ffion of Faith and Catcchiſms; particularly his affirmin 
hat the ſole and univerſal Motive to virtuous Actions is ps 4 
, Intereſt or Pleaſure : That Self- love is the great Cauſe or 
* Spring of all our OOO Actions and Motions, ewbich 
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Way ſoever they may be direfted; and that it is univerſally the 


0 


rf Spring in rational Mind, that awakens ber Powers, 
ua ber ings and carries ber on to Action; whereby rhe 
Vitals of practical Religion are attacked and undermined, 
Alf, his aſſerting, That Se, love is the only Standard, Mea. | 
fore and Rule of all Virtue and Religion, and of all our ſever 
val Ations and Motions, which Way ſoever they may bappen to 
| be direted; and, That Self-intereft or Pleaſure is the onh 
Standard by which ave can judge of the Virtue, i. e. the Va- 
| Tue and Goodneſs, of any Acbion whatſoever ; That Moral Vir. 
zue flows from the eſſential Properties and Nature of Things: 
That God's Interefts are not in all Reſpects in on us: 
That our Happineſs is advantageous to God's Nature; and, 
That SeIf-love determines God to be ſtudious of our Good; and, 
That be cannot but reward the Firtuous, from Self-love. 
all which, the Authority of God the Great Lawgiver is dif- þ 
ed; His Self-ſuffciency is blaſphemouſly impugned, and 
he is made a Debtor to his Creatures, being neceſſarily o. 
bliged to reward their Service and Obedience. Likewiſe Wl 
his repreſenting as Enthuſiaſts, all who pretend to have o- 
> wh ſupernatural Manifeftations of the Nature and Excel. 
| dencies of God, that are not of the extraordinary and miracu- Wl 
Jous Kind, and «obo imagine themſelves in the Courſe of their il 
Devotion to be under the Influences of Heaven; and that conſa- 
ring the Throne of Grace, laying all our Matters before the Lord, il 
and imploring his Light and Direction, are Terms of Art much uſed ll 
by Enthufiafts : By all which the Work of the Holy Spirit on 
the Souls of Men in Effectual Calling, and the ſpiritual Exer- 
Ciſes of all ſuch as are exerciſed to Cadlineßz, are reviled, tra- 
duced and reproached. Alſo his affirming, That Men cam 
by their natural Powers, without the Aid of Revelation, find au 
that there is a God: Whereby the firft Principles of Natu- 
ral Religion are wickedly attacked. Likewiſe his affirming, 
That our obſerving of the Laws of Nature is the great Mean 
or Iuſtrument of our real and laſting Felicity; and that the 
Laws of Nature in themſelves are a certain and ſufficient Rule 
to dire rational Minds to Happineſs, bowwever Revelation be 
* neceſſary to give ſufficient Information of the Laws of Nu. 
ure in their full Compaſs and Latitude, and of all Things neceſ 
ſary to epork upon the Paſſions of Men to engage them to purſue 
and obferve them : Whereby the peculiar Truths of the Gof 
pel, cancerning the Perſon 2nd Mediation of Chrift, and 
the whole Work of the Spirit, are wickedly ſubyerted ; and 
ſuch a S»ffciency is aſcribed to Natural Religion, as 5g 
pp the Cauſe of Fruth to Heißt and Socinians, And 5 


n * 
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> 
wiſc his afficming, That the Apef les of our Lord, before 
his 1 7725 2 N rags they eme 
Bed nothing from the but 4 world ingdom, or 
zunge, Deliverance ; low in Yn wirt | 
Death and Reſurrection, hokt upon him 44 Cheat and 


Imrofior : Whereby the Doctrine of the Perſeverance of the 


| the Saints is ſubtilly undermined, and the draw 
for the Deity of the Son of God, from „ 
Confeſſions made by his Difciples in the Days of his Humi- 


and hereby do, declare, That all the above Propoſitions, 
Tenets and Principles, maintained and defended by Mr. 
C1, are contrary, as ſaid is, to the Word of God, and 
= ur Confeſfion of Faith and Catechiſms; and that they are groſs, 
= largerows and pernicious Errors, And, in regard that the 
ine General Aſſembly have neither cenſured the Broacher and 
4 Venter of the above dangerous Errors, nor condemned an 
one of them, but have diſmiſſed the Proceſs againſt him, by 
iſe, WY declaring, © That the examining and farting of the Marter, 
« as was done by the Committee for Purity of Doctrine, 
( is ſufficient for cautioning againſt the Errors that ſome at 
( firſt ſuppoſed Mr. C 1 was guilty of; without 
: WE" any, formal Judgment or Sentence ,upon the ſaid 
—_ Committee's Report: And 
4, their ſaid Report, and the Aſemöly in their Ad and Sentence, 
declared that they are ſatisfied, Mr. C1 bas a ſound 
Meaning. in the ſeveral Propoſitions they had under their 


the Exylization he gave -of the Article concerning Self. love, 
namely, That be mean d no more but that our Delight in the 
Glory and Honour of God was the chief Motive of all virtuous 
and religious Actions. And this Propoſition now, adopted by the 
Aſembly, being the very ſame with Mr. C——— Is above 
condemned Principle, that Self-love is the great Cauſe or the 
Frſt Spring of all our ſeveral Motions and Acflons, which Way 


hereby do, declare, for the Grounds and Reaſons above 
condeſcended upon, That the foreſaid Propoſition, adopted 


bytery likewiſe conſidering, That it is the Duty of the Ju- 
dicatories of the Church to proceed in a regular Courſe of 
Proceſs, and in the due Exerciſe of Diſcipline, againſt 
roneous and heretical Seducers, according to the Rule a 
Direction given by the Apoſtle, An Heretick after the frft 
4rd ſecond Admonition reje ; And, in regard the ene 


lation, are wholly enerwae. And the Pazsayrezy did, 


Wy Conſideration; and particularly, that bey are ſatisfied with | 


ſeever they are directed: Therefore this Presbytery did, and 


the Aſſembly, is a groſs and dangerous Error. And this Preſ 


„in regard the Committee in 
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of this Church have never put a Libel into the fad My. Wi 
C=——— I's Hands, in order to reclaim him from the grob 1 
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and dangerous Errors he has fallen * or for rejef?i 

and caſti him 22 1 Ly 5 oy hering ie his | . 
ee 

by declare, That the 7 bd "Cate the i BF 

in * Affair i ip i = a aboye- narrated, ; 
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whole Church aud Lane 
HI. The Scripture wp of ehis, and all c Rein. 
med Churches, is 3 fudeill in d, and vickedly ſub- Þ 
verted, in à Print lately publifhed, under the Tule of The ll 
Aﬀembly s Shorter eee reviſed, and rendered Fe F| 1 
eneral Uſe : Tn regard the Revifer, by the ſeveral Om 1 
Jterations and Additions he has . t fir to mal 5 TO | | # 
Aſſembly's Catechiſm, not only ſhakes the Pillary of our Re. 9 
ation from P with reſpe& to the Scriptures as ds on 
— Jui f Faith and Practice, and the Doctrine, (Fe | 4 
cation, the Sacrament oke our Lord's Suppe 3 2 
the? 15 Deſert of every Sin; but alſq boldly ftrikc At the | E” 
whole Sche + Divine Kevelaren! L. S 4 in the Gd al 
Catechiſm, by eating the ſame into ſuch a Shape and Mould 
as is very agreeable. to the Deiftical, Arian, rites and | 
Sos hemes. Hence the imes taught in the 71 
's Catecbiſm, concerni i the holy Scriprures, a 
ng bh of Faith and Pra e; Concerning the . Holy. r& | 
iy, an the Decrees of Cod? ne th 
of Works and Grace, together with Orig Sip and its El. 
ſects upon Mankind, and the evil We and Deſert of all Sin, 
as contrary to the Authority and Holineſs of God: Alſo the 
Doctrines concerning the Perſon of Chriſt, his two diſtin8 | 
Natures and their Fele Union; concerning the Nan 
End and Defign of his Sufferings as a real an proper 
faction to he Juftice of Got” concerning ſpecial 0 
and the peculiar and ſupernatural Energy 5 * Holy Spi. 
rit in the Application of the purchaſed Redemption in our 
Converſion and effectual Calling: Likewiſe t Dong 
Concerning the Perſeverance of the Saints, and the pe perpetual 
Obligation of the whole Moral Law ; efpeciallz when the 
Obligation to Obedienge is not derived by the Reviſer from 
the Authority of God, as He is JEHOV.AH, whoſe Per 
fections are infinite, and whoſe Dominion” is over all, but 
* from the Og” and e Benefits received from 
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m: together with the Doctrine contain d in the Catechiſus 

concerning the Regard that Chriſtians ſhould. pay to the 
irft Day of the Week as our Chriftian gallatb: All theſe 
Scripture-doEtrines concerning rhe above particular Heads, 
they are plainly laid down in the Catechiſm, are ſubrilly 
and wickedly ſubverted by the Reviſer. This PxEsBYrexy 
would not have taken particular Notice of the foreſaid 
CC ztechi/m reviſed, were it not that the Scheme of Doctrine 
eelivered in it is not r but very agreeable to 
oc corrupt and depraved Tafte of the preſent Age, And 
bey cannot but obſerve it with Regrete, that reveal d Reli- 
ion is fo much deſpiſed by many, and that the holy Scris 
cores are little regarded, and the Law of Nature cry d up 
= ſufficient to direct Men to true Felicity and Bleſſedaeſs; 
ad the ſupernatural Operations of the Spirit, and his 
aliar Energy in the Converſion of Sinners, are burleſqu 


=] 
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4: 
And many who profeſs. fome Regard to reveal'd Religion, 
Fo en ace to the Reviſer's Scheme, deſpiſe the Necellity, 
0 cath and Excellency of the Satisfaction of Chriſt, and the 
ecceſſity of the Imputation of his Righteouſneſs for our 
WYuſtificacion in the Sight of God, together with the abſolate 
ed there is of the Renovation of our Natures by ſaper- 
rural Grace, and of a vital Union with Chriſt, in order to 
e bringing forrh the Fruits of Holineſs in Heart, Life and 
ST onverſation. Vea, theſe and the like Doctrines appear to be 
aaſeous to not a few, whofe Character and Profeſſion 7 
cm to publiſh and recommend them; when, inſtead of the 

Wpccal and peculiar Doctrines of the Goſpel, that concern the 
erſon, es and Mediation of Chriſt, Salvation by the 
ee Grace of God, and the ſupernatural Energy of his 8pi- 


TT R—————— 


a dcheme, cry d up, either as concurring with the Spirit of 

AN in Regeneration and effectual Calling, or as i 

aditions unto the Application of the purchaſed Redem- 
ption ; and the Holy Spirit of God is only regarded as an 


Fad, Ropers ee, 
aith, Repentance, and what they ncer i 

re preached as the Ground „„ Title to Liſe 
ind Happineſs; and, inſtead of enforcing Duties of Obe- 
Hence to the Law from Principles and Motives, a 
chem of Morality is taught, which has Self-intereſt for its 
rnciple and leading Motive, and that has little or no Re- 
pect to Chriſt as its Author and Ground of Acceptance, or 
d the Glory of God as its End. N 
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Wit, Mens fncere Exdeavours are, according to the Reviſers 
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eſtimony 


againſt them, for the Ho- 


This ſinfu Negligence and Omiſfion of the Judicatories of this 
Chet in a Matter of ſuch \ are Ave, wherein the Hos 
nour of God, the Glory of the Redeemer, the Maintenance 
and Preſervation of the Purity of Doctrine, and conſequent- 
4 not only the Souls of the preſent, but alſo of the riſing 
5 ation, are all ſo deeply concerned, may be recko 
one of the moſt grievous and weighty Grounds and Cauſes of the 
Lord's Indignation and Wrath againſt this whole Church and 
Land: As for Inftance, When Reports were ſpread at firſt 
concerning Mr. Jobs Simſon his teaching and venting Error, 
the late Reverend and Worthy Mr, Fames Webfter having 
taken Notice of the ſame in the Presbytery and Synod' 
whereof he was a Member, and they refufing to give their 
Concurrence therein, he tabled the Affair before the General 
Aſſembly 1714, deſiring them to take Trial thereof as their 
proper Province; But the ſaid 4ſſembly were fo far from 
alhfting him in this Matter, that they appointed the ſaid 
Mr. Jane Webſter, or any who will join with him in char- 
ing Mr. Jabn Simſon Profeſſor of Divinity at Glaſgow witli 
rror, to table their Complaint before the Presbytery where 
he lives, allowing any Perſon or Perſons who are willing, to 
give Mr. Webſter Aſſiſtance in Point of Form; but decla- 
ring, that, if they engage with him in that Cauſe, = 
y of 


mall be accounted Libellers (7). Accordingly, Mr. V 
 fler having libelled Mr. Simſon before the Presbytery 
_ Glaſgow, and the ſaid Mr. Simfon having given in his ſub- 
ſcribed Anſwers and Defences, wherein are contained the 
above-mentioned dangerous and erroneous Propoſitions, the 
Proceſs was brought before the Aſſembly 1715, who appoin- 
ted a Committee to take Trial of the Caſe, continuing the 
Load and Weight of the Proſecution upon Mr. Webſter 3s 
the Party purſuing and accuſing In like Manner the Aſen- 
bly 1716 continued the Proceſs in the ſame Chanel, till it was 
concluded by the 4ſſembly 1717, who inſtead of condemning 
parricularly the groſs and dangerous Errors owned by Mr. 
Simſon, and inflicting due Cenſure upon him, did not fo 
much as rebuke him for venting the ſame; altho* they were 
fo far convinced of the Truth of the Libel againſt him, that 
by their Act they find, That he had vented ſome Opini- 
sons not neceſſary to be taught in Divinity, and that had 


O See Index of unprinted Acts of Aſſembly 1714. 
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ting Congregations, even when Kg re was no Preſlnrrii — 
he Caſe: And when Presbyteries concerned have Te 
proceed to ſuch violent Setflemencs, Committees 
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84 E 
might be reported to the enſuing Aſſembl age the Cenſue 
that, was due to the ſaid Mr. Sn Simſon, the? the Evidence wa 

ſo clear, that the Diſcipline of the Church ſhould have been 
ſummarily, exerciſed upon him. Bur the General Aſſembly Bf 
2720 condemned a Bundle of Propoſitions containing im- 

zan Matters of Doctrine, when the Affair had been under the 
| Conſideration only of two different Meeting of that Aſſcm- Bi 
in" Sr of the ind Me hole Houſe. This very ſud- 
Step. of the ſaid 'Aﬀem occalioned a Re preſentation 
8 the Aſſembly 1721 by ſeveral Minder o 


Church, bearings, That i appear" to them, that many Wl 


Fo aber were 8 the foreſaĩd condemmater 
Act and Sentence; ** ly 1722 faw rhemſelve 


b 
obliged to explain and 2 their Minds at h con- 


rtant Doctrines then upon the Field, in 
e ee in nr die of Faith 
and Catcchiſms: But ftill a Hound was + fag Trowy 


the Act of the foreſaid Aſſembly 1720 r 
by their condemning Bey bag For two > 


particular! 
ing — Fx. That, as the Law is the Covenant of Work, 


Believers are <obolly and altogether ſet free from it; and, Tha 
Believers are ſet free both from the commanding aud conden- 
ning Poxver of the Covenant of Works. Tho both theſe Pro- 
; are evident from the Word of God, m1 cy 
contained in our Confeſſion of Faith, Chap. 7. § 19. and 
Larg. Cat. Queſt. 91. yet the ſaid Aſſembly thought fr 
Jummarily to condemn them. As this ſudden and precipi- 
tant Stroke at that ſpiritual] Freedom and Liberty, where- 
hath. made his People free, could ne 
1 — be affecting to many Minifters and Chriftians thro the 
Lands, as well as to the foreſaid Miniſters ; ſo the Aſſembly 
1722 found themſelves obliged to declare, 4 That it is 1 
precious Goſpel-truth, Believers are free from the 
4. Law as it is a Covenant of Works.” Vet it is Matter d 
Regrete, that the Credit of Acts of Aſſembly is ſo much fool 
. 9, that the Aſſembly 1722 did not Seat har Act and 
of the Aﬀembly 1720, whereby what they themſelv 
ound to be a precious Truth is in ex — Terms condemned 
Several arbitrary Ad and Deciſion} have been framed 
ifs d by the 2 Aſſemblies of this Church, where- 
> Government of the | Houſe of God has been under 
Hor and the Diſcipline finfully peryerted ; ſuch as the 
72 of A. 95 1 7 E 2, concerning the Planting of vient 
urches, which lodges the deciſive Power of cleging 
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Miniſters of the Presbytery of 
the higheſt Cenſure, to admit any 
aling Ordinances, without the 
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h in Church and State. Again, the 
and admoniſhed Ne, Kalina at their, Bay, 
ee mierte e Aſſemblies and. P 
ol S 
Synod of Perth and Ktinling, that is, for Dn 
Act of Aſſembly 17 — 2 2 2 age 


Supreme atory, even tb 
4 te publick Cauſe of God, and reftrain 

wineſs any t. Caſe) in ten 
againſt the Sins and Defettions of, a backſliding 
8 the ſaid Aſſembly, ** another; 48. diſcharging. the 


That no . 


. Second 
this. 7 — PRO» 


- ſbould ue 
ui ppg 


Church. Fur: 


under Pain of 
the Pariſh of Kinroſi to 


Permiſſion of the pteſent 


who was intruded upon them, impoſed anothes 


fnful Term of Miniſterial Communion. upon the Miniſters 
of this Church; whereby they are bound up from. diſpenſing. 


Sealing Ordinances, under of os 


of the Lord's People as have not 


| nifiry of Intruders: And thereby 


the big be Genſure, io ſuch. 
eedom to. of Sen to the Mi 
likewiſe impoſed a new 


aud unwarrantable Term of Chriftian Communion, when all 
ſuch as cannot own Intruders to be their lawful Paſtors, are 


actually excommunicated from Scaling Ordinances ;. which is 


a plain Homologating of a Piece of /I'yranny which was ex- 
erciſed in the former perſecuting Period, this being one of the 
Grounds of Peoples withdrawing from Prelatick Incumbents, 


that the Were, intr 
Conſent F int! 
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c upon them withour their Call or 


5. Tho' the Aſſembly, 1734.d did. repeal.the Act of Aſſem-, 
er e * the * 


Wi 


{ ' 786 2 


- - 
2 


bers of this Oboe — . 
— Dec | 
2 PR = 255 the Af of the 7255 

ds to this 55 
eth with Be Ren or hue x 


of 7 Nor 5 i 
or myo whereby a a ay Ae i the Gui 
che Or ar TInffftuttons of the-1 


that there is a Congivatce at the contrary Practice. 2 
6 All the above-mentioned Steps Beeren g ft po 
os 2 followed with many evident N 


ſuch as has abouteing y, Impiety, 
— 2 e el vi — all So, wherewih EY b; 
is greatly polluted : ane ons of rhe Stay 
_— Lak Night Aſembliet and Balls, theſe ſinful Oc: 
Wantenneſt and Prodigalicy, are encouraged ati 
evuntenanced in the moſt confiderable Cities of rhe Nati 
Likewiſc an idolatrous Picture of our Lord atid 1 


fas Chriſt was well received in ſome remarkable Placæꝭ 

rhe Land: And tho Popiſh Etrors and Deluftons ab 

more and more, and the 1 Idolatry of che 

is openly f ſuented in many Corners of this Land, yet 
nor Remedies are applied againft ord grow 

ing Evil; and particularly, 1 is not 00 


— againſt Fapiſts, according to former laudible 
and Conſtitutions of his Church? And of late the penal 


Statutes againſt Witches have bee ræpeafd, comrary to the 
_ Expreſs Leiter of the Law of God, Exod.” 22. 18. Thou pal 

noi ſuffer a Witch iu live. | Deut. 18. 10, 11, 12. There /ball 
not be found among you any One that mnitketh Bit Soi” of 
Daughter to paſs through the Fire, or that uſeth Divination, 
or an Obſerver of Times, or an Inchanter, or 4 Charmer, 74 
Genſalter with fantitiar _ or a Wizard, if a Nero 
| cer. 


cer. . al »that da are 4; | 
And betauſe of theſe Abamingtians, 
| TO before theee.. Allo he 


ogg oli dert 
the Wer of wo 
the very Form af it is 
8 = 5 Seen fie 


8 5 
=y * 
8 7 LIL 9 A. 
. £4 * 3 7 . 
® 2 8 9 T « 
* r " 5 noe. \ 4 
the ſininl — . — — ww —Ef—‚ůw . 


1 "a4 
* "mY 
. — 
* 1 < 5 1 
* 0 


cer. 


of the” Times, Ei of the njurics Wl 
and Flock of God, by the violent In- | 
have them, which have raiſed 
Violence and Oppr: on from all Corners of the 
C up to Hearen, even wo his Ears who | 
d. te E 7 the 
"Needy, ns 425 ſet bd foo 2 
00 prffeth at bim. When the Sins of the preſent Times ate 
not particu cularly meurned over, it cannot be expected that : 
there will be any faithful Enquiry into, or . | 
ment of, the DefeCtions and Backſlidĩ of former Periods 


that 


i ” 


and * — Sealant: Tea lues Ac- | 
kv the Sins and 2 tl of the preſent Times, 
theſe who have had an active Hand in them, continue to 
3 by the whole of heir Conduct 


in the preſent c CI the 
EE ne Tin 


Lefſer  Excommunication 


one Mr: Nimmo- Student in 
Divinity, who, in March 1735, in 2 p Diſcourſe 
the Divinity- Hall of Edinburgh,' made an inſolent and bl 
phemous Attack upon the whole” of Divine  Revclarjon, 
ä Conte thastherv ihe Fhgber” 


; eee —— other.” 3» 
= 5 of Perth Lee won the Remi of ag 
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fair 145 « by the ane Aﬀlembly 3 them, cone 7 the 
Irrolment of the Intruder into the Pariſh” of — bas: 
ſtead of cenſuring him for his ſcandalous Intruſion,” have 
taken him into their Boſom, and given him the Right- hand 
of Fellouſhip, by imolling bim as ong of their Number, the 
he was never inrolled-by the Presbytery, who have the more 
immediate Inſpection of that Pariſh, and rtho* they reclaim 
ed againſt the Inrolment, and ſeverals of them diſſented 
from that Deed of the Synod. And the* the Aſſembiy 
1736 in their. 14th Act declare, ( That it is, and has been 
« ſince the Reformation; the Principle of this C huscht 
chat no Minifter ſhall be intruded into any Pariſh con- 

[<< trary to the Will of the Congregation; Yer; it Con- 
tradiction thereunto, they themſe appointed the Presby⸗ 
tery of Stirling to proceed to the Settlement of a Preſentee 
to the Pariſh of Dash, tho* the whole Elders — 1 
of the People are diſſenting and reclaiming ; ; and like 
they appointed the Synod and Presbytery of Dumfries to 
inrol i the Intruder into the Pariſh of Troquerr, as a Mem- 
© ber of the reſpective Judicatories, to ſupport him in his 
„ Miniftry,-and to endeavour to bring the People of thar 
« Pariſhro e to it. Theſe are ſad Evidences, that, 
iaſtead of being duly affected with our Backſliding and : 
Defection, we figh and go backeward, yea, we refuſe td return: 
he 2 Particulars are ſome Inſtances of 
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th: cha gradual Declinings and Baekſlidings of this * Church 
al and Land (beſides the doctrinal Errors * y condemned) 
tro moſt of which have taken Plate betwixt the late unnatural 
ye, Retellion and this preſent Time, and which this Presbytery 
/and iadge it their Duty to teftify againſt: Therefore, and for all the 
ex of \eaſons and Grounds above particularly condeſcended upon, they 
yen; Wd, and hereby do, condemn, as contrary to the Word of God and 
f the phe Covenanted Principles of this Church, all and every one of the 
nt in p. of Defection above-narrated; and they did, and bereby 
fe in , declare, That they are the Cauſes and Grounds 
bla WP Lord's rightions Quarrel and Controverſy with this <v 

ation, burch and Land, for wkich all Ranks of Perſons bave Rea- 
e, e bumble themſebues before & righteous aud boly God. 
onen Wl But, in regard it is neceflary for the Maintenance and 
Wr. indication of Truth, not only to coden the particular 
164) N and BackMling which a Church an 
fore d may be puilty ef; but alſo to publiſh, declare anl 
25 r the Trurhy which are) 0s ; oppoſed or aſfaul - 
ed, whether they concern the Doctrine, Worſhip; Govern- 
+ i tr Diliplin oft Hou of God and particularly, 


confidering the bold” Albee that have been made upon 
the whole ole Doffrine of this Church, contained in the holy 
Scriptures and her Confeſſion of Faith founded thereupon, 
by the foreſaid Mr. Simſon and Mr. Campbell, and by the 
- foreſaid Print, intituled, The Aſſembly's Catechiſm reuiſed: 
Therefore the Mivifters aſſociate in Presbytery do judge it 
a. Duty neceſſarily incumbent on them, in the Situation 
wherein adorable Providence has placed them as a — 
„and as now met in Presbytery, and conftitute 1 in the Name 
and Authority of the Lord Jeſus Chrift, the alone Head of 
his Church, judicially to acknowledge, declare __ aſſert the 
Doctrine, Worſhip, Government and Diſcipline of this 
Church, in Oppeſetion to the ſeyeral Steps of tion and 
Deviation therefrom. $0: a 
Likeas, the Presbytery did, and bereby do, 3 
clare and aſſert, That the Light of Nature and the Works 


of Creation and Providence, without the Aid of Tradition | 


or Revelation, ſhew that there is a God, who hath Lordſhip 
and Sovereignty over all: As alſo, Thar thereby his Wit- 
dom, Power and Goodneſs are ſo far manifeſted, that all 
Men are left inexcuſable; according to the Doctrine held 
forth from the Word of God in our Confeſſion of Faith, 
Chap. 1. 1. Chap. 21, § 1. And they hereby rejets and 
condemm all contrary Principles and Tenets that are main- 
tained by Mr. Campbell, the Socinians and others. \ | 
+. like Manner, they acknowledge, declare and aſſert, 
That the Word of God, contained 1n the Scriptures of the 
Old and New Teſtament, is not only a ſufficient Rule, or 
the principal Rule, but rhat it is the — Rule to direct us, 
how we ought to . God, and enjoy him; and that 
« The Authority of the hol Scripture, or which it ought 
te to be believed and obeyed, dependeth not upon the Te | 
<« ſtimony of any Man or Church, bur wholly upon God 
75 (who is A Truth itſelt) the Author thereof ; and therefore 
« it is to be received, becauſe it is the Word of God.” 
And that * The ſupreme Judge, by which all Controver- 
1 fics of Religion are to be determined, and all Decrees of 
44 Councils, Opinions of ancient Writers, Doctrines of Men 
« and private Spirits are to be examined, and in whole 
E 4 58 75 we are to reſt, can be no other but the Holy 
Spirit ſpeaking in the Scripture ; ** according: to Confeſ 
1.8 4, 10. and the Auſwer to the third Queſtion in 
e ſecond Queſtion in the Shorter Catechiſ® 


* 
* * " 
2 3 . 


E \ a7. . *. ( 915 ) E 295 2 * 
demn all Deiſtical, Srinian and Popith Errors, contrary to, 
or inn kt NE 
Like wiſe, they hereby edge, declare and aſſert, 
That the Lord Jeſus . hr eternal Son of God by ins 
| effable, incomprehenſible and neceſſary Generation, | is 
EHOVAH, che Moft high God, Selſ-exiſtent and 
| nem and kin S-- is * 5 Exiſtent; and 
| that the Terms, Neceſſary Exiftence, Supreme Deity, 
nnd the Title'of the Only true God; cant be taken in 8 
Senſe that includes the perſonal © Property of the | Father, 
bot belong to the sen and Holy Gref equally with tha 
= Father; and that the Three Perſons of the adorable Trinity 
| are numerically One in Subſtance or Eſſence, ' equal in 
= Power and in Glory; according to the Doctrine held forth 
from the Word of God in our Canfeſſ. Chap. 2.8 3. and 
che Anſwer to the Duefion in the Larger and Shorter Cate= 
chiſm, How many Perſons arethere in the Godbead ? and the 
Aꝛſwer to the Queſtion in the Larger Catechiſm, Hoe doth 
it appear that the Som and the Holy. Ghoſt are God equal with 
the Father? And they hereby reject and condemn all con- 
| trary Principles vented by Mr. $#:/on, and all other Arian, 
Socfnian and Sabeltian Fenets contrary to the above Doctrine, 
or in e 
Alſo, they acknowledge, declare and aſſert, That God 
has, from al Eternity, by the moſt wiſe and holy Counſel 
of his own Will, freely and unchangeably decreed and or- 
dained whatever comes to paſs in Time; and particularly, 
that he hath predeſtinated ſome of Mankind unto eternal 
Life before the Foundation of the World was laid, and ac- 
cording to his eternal and immutable Purpoſe, and the Coun- 
ſel and good Pleaſure of his own Will allenarly; and that 
they who are thus predeſtinated, are chofen unto everlaſting 
Glory out of his mere free Grace and Love, without any 
Foreſight of Faith, good Works, or Perſeverance in either 
of them, or any other Thing in them, as Conditions, or 
Cauſes moving him thereto, and all to the Praiſe of his 
glorious Grace; according to the Doctrine held forth from 


Jol the Scriptures, Confeſſ. Chap. 3.$ 1, 3. And they hereby 
fl reject and condemn 1 en : Principles contained in the 


Aſſembly*s Catechiſm reviſed, and all other Pelagian and Ar. 
minian Errors inconſiſtent herewith. | NR - 
Likewiſe, they declare, acknowledge and aſſert, That, 
when God created Man, he entred into a Covenant with him, 
wherein Life was promiſed upon Condition of his perfe& 
and pry Obedience; and that in this Covenant (com- 
only called the Covenant of Works) the firſt Adam ſtood 
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of x +. _ 5 "Ik ſenta- 
the Capaci a j - eſe 

OS Ks Paltectey: and that, by Reaſon of his 
Breich of this Covenant, all Mankind det from him 
by ordinary Generation, ſinned in him their Head and Re- 


prefentative, and fell with bim in his firſt Tranſgreſſion ; and | 


his Sin is truly and juſ imputed to them eyery one; 
— that, upon account of 2 Sin imputed, all Infants de- ( 
from * 9 5 me 2W- 
751 "ond? TETRA wherewith m was crea =t 
"Nature Chi laren of Wrath; e Confeſſ. Chap. 


Chap. 7. 8 2. at. Q. 20, 22,25, ö 
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450 they hereb and condemn all contcary Tenets | 


2 FE Simon, and the Rexiſer of the Aſſem- 


gonſiſtent herewith, 

Likewiſe, they acknowledge, declare and aſſert, That 
Man, by his Fall into * of Sin, ig wholly dead in 
and Sins, and hath wholly loft all Ability of Wall 


Tr 
to any ſpiritual Good eee e and that 


Man in a natural State being againſt God, and averſe 


| from all ſpiritual Good, is not Je his own: Strength to 


vert/himſclf, or prepare himſelf thereto; ; and conſe- 

quently, that there is no neceflary nor certain Connecta, 

when ip the Nature of Things, or by. any Divine Promiſe, 

weep the morally ſerios . Zudeauours N Man in a natural 

ſpecial or ſaving Grace; accordin 

to the 47 held forth from the Scriptures, Conſel 

Chap. 9. $ 3. Chap. 10, Sect. a, 3. And they hereby 4 
and condemn all oppoſite Principles maintained b 

Vac and all Arminian Errors inconſiſtent (= 7 
3 — they aßert, That it is the Dut rde Ot 

one, to = diligent ke upon Ord 

Me Divine Inſtitution and Ap! 

. , 


the Reading and Hearing of the _ 


-being che ordinary Means, by which 2 dae 
Grace is communicated. to ſuch as are dead in Fr 


and Sins according 10 Lag: Cat. Q. 153, 14 and Mf 


Cat. Q fs, and 88. 

Allo, they acknowledge, declare and Alert, That che Ligh 
'of Nature is not ſufficient to £96 that Know ledge of God 
and of bis Will, which is to Salvation; and rhete- 
hey who do not. profeſs the Chriſtian Religion cannot 
be ſaved, be they never fo diligent to frame their Lives 46: 


forcing to the Light of Wa rad d lan ef 0 
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y's Catechiſm, and all other Principles contrary Ms or Un» * 


"HM 
figion they do bb; MEN 0 Cem. ibs 1. 1. de 
I 54. Fae. Gat. -Queft. Co. And they a 
all Socivian. or other Tenets inconſiſtent there wirh in the 
ioreſaid Catechiſm reviſed; and particularly Mr? Simon” Fe - 
oneous Doctrine concerning an ohſdure Revelation and 
bee eee ee ELITES 
bk | s erroneous ] of Na 
Pre in themſelves a certain an fufheient Rule to direck ra- 
ion⸗ Minds to Hapr and that our o of theſe 
F: aus is che great. + and Inſtruinenit of our real and f. 
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; 1 acknowledge, {declare 2nd: Alert, That 2 
Wſccond Perſon of the Trinity did, in the Falnefs 
Wof Time, aſſume 2 into a perſonal Union 
ich his Divine; That he took to him a true Body and a 
Ceaſonable Soul, being conceived by the Power of tha Holy 
Ghoſt in the Womb of the Virgin Mury, and born of her, 
et without Sin; and that he is very God an very Man, in 
WW: wo. diſtin Natures gn") one Perſon Tor: ever; according 
N e ey 


Further, — 3 deckend i That che 
Ecernal Son of God, who, was made mant, in 'vbe "Bleſb; 

aid in our Nature, as the ſecond Adam, the publick Hes 
and Repreſentative of Elect Senners, gd the 'undefrtak 
Surety for them, yield a perfect Obedience to the Lau a: 
ovenant of Works, in the Room and 8Stead uf Elect Sin- 
ners; and that, in their Room and Steatl alone; he bore the 
hole of that Puniſhment threatned in the Law, and incur- 

ed by the Breach of it; and that, in his Suffer ings unto 
Death, he ſubſtitute bimſelf i in the Room of Sinners, - and 
endured that Curſe, bore that Wrath, and died that Death, 
#hich is the Wages and juſt Deſert of every Sin, and which 
the Sinner himſelf ſhould have undergone; and that the 
offerings of the Son of God in our Nature, were a true, 
proper and expiatory y Sacrifice, and a proper, real and cm- 
plete 5 unto the Juſtice = God for >a accor- 
ding to Cen. Chap. 8. 6 1, 4, 5. & Chap: 11. 6 3. Lag. 
Cat. Queſt. 71. and 1 cited. n they hereby 
reject and condemn all oppoſite Principles held forth in the 
toreſaĩd Catechiſm, and af other Arminian and Baxteriam 
een , wy or ene herewith, - 
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1 3 relrs, ach 3 Tine chat 
bedience of Chriſt in his Life, and his Sufferings unto Death, 
commonly called his Abe and Paſſive tence, 1s that 
perfect and complete Righteouſneſs, on the Account of | 
which alone a Sinner is jufh in the Sight of God; and | 
that ir is upon the Account of this Righteouſneſs imputed, 
that Sin is pardoned, and that the Perſons of any are accep- 
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a Sinners Right and Title — eternal Life: And aide 
ee Faith be ee e co 
Chrift and his Righteou yet neither Fait 
——— nor — — either all of 
them together, or any of them — are our juſti 
Rightcouſneb in the! Sight of God; or e 
Acceptance, or of our Right and Title unto eternal Life: 
according to Conf. Chap. 11.24 1:* — 2 Cat. Queſt, - ; 
and the Scriptures cited. And they here . 
demn all il oppaſne Prineiples contained in the breldid Cute 
Ham, and all other Popiſb, Arminian or Barterian Tegen 
contrary to, or — herewith. | 
Alſo, they. acknowledge, declare” and: aſſert, That A 
Want of Conformity to the righteous and holy Law of God, 
_ 3s 2 Sin, as well as all actual and voluntary Tranſgrefſions 
of the Law, Gonf. Chap. 6. $ 4, 6. Larg. Cat. Queſt. 24. 
Short. Car. Queſt, 14. And that every Sin doth in its own 
Nature deſerve the Wrath and Curſe of God, both in this 
Life and that which is to come ; according to Conf. Chap. 13. 
$4. and Larg. Cat. Queſt. 152. And onlteurinly; | that 
the original Corruption and Depravarion of our Nature is 
damnable Sin, Com. Chap. 6. 8 6. and that Sinning and Sul 
fering will be the Miſery of the Damn'd in Hell thro* Eter- 
nity. And they hereby reje& and condemn all contrary 
Principles, contained either in the foreſaid Catechiſm're 
vid, or maintained and defended by Mr. Simſon, and al 
other contrary Pelagian and Arminian Tenets whatſoever. 
Likewiſe, they acknowledge, declare and aſſert, That the 
ſupreme and only Standard, Meaſure and Rule of all virtuow 
and religi wy Actions, is the righteous and holy Will and 
La of God, and not our own Self-intereft and Pleaſure; 
3 to the Doctrine held forth from the Word, Caf. 
TP, i: a. Cat. Queſt. 3. Short. Cat. Quelt. % 
A 5 by reject and condemn all contrary Principle 
and Tenets — by Mr. Campbell and others. 
at they hereby acknowledge, declare and oY . 


> - 

altho all that believe in Jeſus are delivered from the Moral 
Law as a Covenant of Works, ſo as nee, they are neither 
juſtiſied nor condemned; yet they are under perpetual and 
indiſſolvable Obligations to conform themſelves to the Moral 
Law as a Rule of their Obedience, not only becauſe of Bleſ- 
ſings and Benefits which they have received, but from the 
Authority of God as he is IEHOVAH, the Great Lawgiver, 
whoſe Perfections are infinitely Glorious and Excellent, and 
whoſe Dominion is over all; according to Conf. Chap. 19. 5 
5, 6. And they hereby reject and condemn all contrary Prin- 
ciples held forth in the foreſaid Catechiſm, and all other 
Antinomian Principles and Tenets inconſiſtent herewith, _ 

Further, they acknowledge, declare and aſſert, That God 
hath all Life, Glory, Goodneſs and Bleſſedneſs in and of 
himſelf, and is alone in and unro himſelf All- ſufficient; not 
ſtanding in any Need of Creatures which he hath made, nor 
deriving any Glory from them, but only manifeſting his 
own Glory, in, by, unto, and upon them: And that he 
hath moſt ſovereign Dominion over them, to do by them, 
for them, or upon them, whatſoever himſelf pleaſeth: And. 
that any Rewards that he has promiſed to any of his Crea. 
tures, are free and voluntary; and that, in all rheir Obe- 
dience, Worſhip and Service, they can neither profit him, 
nor be any Way advantagious unto him; according to the 
Doctrine held forth from the Word of God, Confeſ Chap. 2. 
dect. 2. Chap. 7. Sect. 1. And they hereby rejet# and con- 
demm all 1 and Tenets maintained by Mr. 
Compbatt uud Shan OE T7 29 OG 
| In like Manner, they hereby acknowledge, declare and 
aſſert, That the principal and leading Motive and Spring 
of true Love to God, or of acceptable Obedience and Ser- 
vice unto him, is not our own Self-intereft, or our own Hap- 
pineſs and Felicity, tho the ſame is by Divine Condeſcen- 
on inſeparably connected therewith ; but that the leadi 
Motive of all true Love to God, is the ſupereminent and 
plorious Perfections and Excellencies of his Nature, as 
they ſhine forth and are minifeſted in the Perſon of him 
who is IMMANUEL, God with us; and that all who truly 
love God, do love him chiefly for bimſelf : As alſo, That 
al acceptable Obedience and Service unto him is prĩmari 
and chiefly influenced from a Regard unto the Authorit 
f God in Chrift d and — 
rom a Principle of Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chrift: And 
© B09 may 
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Spirits which. are 4 75 and conſcquenuly, all * Obedience 
and Service to God, that is principally influenced, and pri- 
marily ſprings from Ope's Self. Intereſt, Advantage or Ap- 
Plaule, or from Fear of Puniſhment, or the Hope of a Re- 
ward, is legal, mercenary, and ſervile, and moves in no higher 
Sphere than what Men in a natural State may. attain uno; 
according to the Doctrine held forth from the Scriptures, 
Confeſ. Chap. 16. Sect. 2, 7. Larg. and Short. Cat, 2 
And they 5 reject and 8 all contrary. Error, Wl 
1 by {r.Simfon and Mr. Canmbell, as having a, 
direct Tendency to make all our Acts of Obedience and 
Worſhip ſeruile and mercenary, and fo to deftroy and over. 
turn 2 ſpecifick Difference. that is between Common and 
Saving. Grare, or between the Obedience of the t | 
and the Obedience of the ſound Believer, and to, e bil 
only a gradual Difference | between Common Grac Grace in the 
one, and Saving Grace in the other; which is a groſs Erna 
of Mr. Baxter, and of che Arminians and others 
In like Manner, they acknowledge, declare ang aſſen, 
That all ſuch as bave Go Faith, believe in the Lo 
Jeſus, as the Cbriß, the Son of God; and that the Apoſthn 
_ and Diſciples. of our Lord, in the Days of his Humiliation, 
did acknowledge, believe in, and worſhip their Lord aul 
Maſter, as the true promiſed; Mefiab, the Son. of the lixin 
God, the anhj nary of the Father, and expected from him 
1 piritual and et L4 1 Salvation; and that all who 
| 35 believe in th Jeſus, can neither totally nor final 
32 275 fall wi . a State vf Grace; and that the Faith of 
les and Diſciples of ous. Lord did not fail in the 
Thicral of Time. between his Death and —— and 
therefore, whatever Clouds and Doubts they were 
2 were never ſo far left as to conclude, — Lal 
Maſter was a Daceiuer and Impoſtor : Accor- 
r 8. Sect. 1. Chap. 14. Sect; 2. Chap. 
| 1,.3:; Lag, Ca, 2.72. Sen Ce. N 86. and Scrip 
KEE cited. And they hereby reject and condemn all eur 
trary Principles e maintained by Mr, 1 
or containe an t atacbiſm reviſed, and, all other 
Principle F Tenets inconſiſtent herewith. 
| .. The F $a RA : likewiſe: taking tochelr e 
L at the Teſtimony ol the Church of Cheri Þ 
and has, ever fince our Reformation 


2 


55 „ | 
tual and Eccleſiaſtical 83 2 Adminiftrations, are 
{ſubordinate unto the Civil Magiſtrate. (3.) OE che Do 
nal Government of the Church is precariows, or de 
the Will and Pleaſure of the Civil Magiſtrate. (4.) 79 
the Ordering and Diſpoſing of the external Government and 
Policy of the Church, doth roperly be 
iſtrate, by vertue of his rerogative 
Cauſes Ecclefiaſtick : And that the Civil Magiſtrate 

« emit ſuch Conſtitutions, Acts and Orders, concerning 
miniſtration of the external Government of the e and 


to the Ciyil 
Supremacy in 


the Ad 


concerning all Ecclefiaſtical Mectirgs, and Matters to be 
propoſed and determined therein, as he in his Wiſdom ſhall 8 
think fit; as was enacted by Parliament „, and practiſed in 
the late perſecu ting Times. All which, and the like Prio- 


*ciples and Tenets, have a direct Tendency to confound the 


-Chorth, as diſhonouring to the Son of God, and diveſting 
him of his l obs, gr: oyal as over the Church, hi 
_ ee, ſpiritual and ande dom. 


e, they ackuwow declare and aſſert, That the 


"Lord Jeſus, the . King and Head of his Church, hath 
Aken, — a particular Form of Government to take Place 
* diſtinct from the Civil Government, and not ſub- 
© ordinare to the Civil Magiftrate ; which Form of Goverh- 
ment is to continue to the End of the World unalterable: 
t And that Presbyterial Church- Ar without any & 
ority of Office above 'a Teaching Presbyter, in the due 
© Subordination of Kirk. ſefiom to Presbyteries, of Pr 
teries to Provincial Synods, and of Provincial Synods to G 
neral Aſſemblies, is that only Form of Government laid dom 
and appointed by the Lord Chriſt in his Word; which 
Form of Government has been received and owned. by thi 
ou as the only Government of Divine Inſtirution and 
ntment; as is evident from her publick Acts Wer 
p i 3 ons, particularly from the ſecond Book of Diſcipline, m 
the Propoſitions concerning Church-government, with the Scrip 
DD and Arguments annexed, as the ſaid P 
were received and approven by the Aſſembly 1645, Sell. 16 
And t rex& and condemn the following Prind- 
\ ples and Tenets, whether Eraſtian, Prelatick or Seckariab; 
1 LIE —— Chriſt bath not appoſdted is bs 
Form of Government | in his Church 
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l and Civil Juriſdictions, and have been witnef- | 
"£4 againſt by the fairhful Miniſters and Members of thi | 


yay 


£ 


| ypon the Head of the Church, as if he had not been as 
faithful in bis own Houſe as a Son, as Moſes ena as a Servant. 
(2.) That the Dioceſian Biſop or Prelate is an Office ſupes, 
rior to a Teaching Presbyter ; Which Principle ſtands con- 
demned by ſeveral Acts and Conſtitutions of this Church, as, 
contrary to the Word of God, and as a groſs Uſurpation in 
the Houſe of God, and which brought forth ANT 
CHRIST that Man of Sin. (3. That a particular Cons 


egational Church is not ſubordinate nor accountable unta 


any ſaperior Judicatory ; Which Principle and Tenet is alſo 
} hates hone : 97 the laudible Acts and Conlticurions of this- 
= Church, as contrary to the Word of God, and as having a. 
native and direct Tendency to introduce a licentious Lax=. 
neſs in Principle, and an univerſal Diſorder in Practice, in 
the Houſe of God, os ; 


* 


CCC 


Ne 


of the Kingdom of Heaven are committed; particularly tho 
Key of Doctrine for expounding and preaching the Word, 
and determining Controverſies of Faith according to the 
Scriptures; the Key of Government and Diſcipline, for pre- 
ſerving the Beauty and Purity of the Church, and for in- 
flicting of Church. cenſures upon the Erroneous, the Scan- 
dalous and Obſtinate, that ſhe may be preſerved, or purged 
from ſuch Errors in Principle, or ſuch Scandals in Practice, 
whereby ſhe may be in Danger of being corrupted; as alſo 
the Key of Ordination and Miſſion, for the ordaining and ſen- 
ding forth of Church-officers, for ſpiritual Service and Mi- 
Wniftration in the Houſe of God, according to Hat. 16. 19. 
Fobn 20. 23. Mat. 18. 18. Act, 15. Act, 16.4. Mat. 28, 


TEE TRE CE ——— 
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. 20. Mark 16. 15, 2 Tim, 2. 2. the Books of Diſcipline, 
hich WP ropoſitions concerning Church-government and Ordination 
thu ef Miniſters, and other laudible Acts and Conſtitutions of 
and this Church. And concerning that Power and Authorit 
Cor- which belongs to the Qffi-e-bearers of the Church in their 
, and WWhadicative Capacity, they further declare and aſſert, That 
crip he ſame is only a Stecvaraly and Miniſteria! Authority, ſub- 
con {ordinate unto the Authority and Laws of the Head of the 
[[ 16 Church, declared and publiſhed in his own Word; and, to 
rinc- expreſs it in the Words of our Conf. Chap. 31. Sect. 3, © It 
ria; © belongeth to Synods and Councils, Minifterially to deter- 
10 bs mine Controverſies of Faith and Caſes of Conſcience; to 
burch * ſer down Rules and Directions for better ordering of the 
n Publick Worſhip of God, and Government of his Church; 
En to receive Complaints in Caſes of Mal- adminiſtration, and 


N 2 


the Office-bearers of the Church, and to them alone, the Keys 


« autho- ; 


: 100 ) 

c authoritatively to determine the ſame; Which Decree 
and Determinarions, if conſonant to the Word of God, 
ti are to be received with Reverence and Submiſſion, not 
A only for their Agreement with the Word, bur alſo for the 
e Power whereby they are made, as being an Ordinarice 
ti of God appointed thereunto in his Word.“ And they | 
Bereby reject and condemn the 3 Sectarian Prin- 
Gples; That the Keys of Government and Diſcipline are 
en by the Head of the Church to the whole cane 
che Faithful; and that Ecclefiaftical Synods and Co 
ave ovly a mere conſultative Power and Authority: Which 
ridciples they condemn, as contraty to the Word of God, 
| the laudible Acts and Conſtitutions of this Church founded 

thereupon, and as having a native Tendency to introduce A- 


Confuſlon into the Houſe of Gd. 
is, they acknowledge, aſſert and declare, re That 
5727 and other Office-bearers in the Church, ought to 

et over 


zer Congregations, by the Call and Conſent of the 
| Majority of Juch in theſe egations, who are admitted 
fo full Communion with the Church in all her ſcaling On. 
#2nces ; and that there ſhould be no Preference of Voices in 
this Matter, upon the Account of any ſecular Conſideration; 
according to As 1. 16. to the Cloſe of the Chapter, 48: 
6, 2,--—-6, Chap. 14. 23. Jobn * Jobn 4. 1, 
Fame 2. 1,———- 6. with many other Sctiptares; and 
cording to our Books of Diſcipline, and As of Aſſembly 
agreeable thereto. And they reject and condemn all con- 
trary Principles, Tenets and Practices, whereby the Sctip 
ture Rule and Pattern, in this important Matter, is denied 
and rejected, ard Miniſters are impoſed upon diffenting an 
reclaiming Congregations. 5 „ ET 
In like Manner, they do hereby own and affert the per- 
petual Obligation of rhe National! Covenant of Scotland, fre 
quenrly ſubſcribed by Perſons of all Ranks in rhis Kingdow; 
and e as approven of and explained by che Gene, 
ral Oembly 16 8, and ſworn by all Ranks of Perſons Au 
1639, and ratified by Act of Parliament 1640. As alfs, 
they own and aſſert the perpetual Obligation of the Sn 
League and Covenant, for maintaining and carrying on 4 
w ork "of Reformarion in the Three K/r:27d0ms, taken and ſub 
ſcribed by a)! Ranks in Scatlayd and England Anno 1643, is | 
tified by Act of Parliament of Serland Anno 1644; id 
pParrieularly as renen ed in $:234nd, with an Acknowitdgnen 
of Sigs and Engagement to Duties by all Ranks Li 16) 
Concerning which Oaths and Covenants, they Kerne 


me 


EE 


7, 


oy — 


101 
That as to the en FA 
being plainly conraitied in_the Word of Bod; andy as to 
their they were laudible and neceſſary: Aud there 
ee e do, declare their Adherence 1 


wiſe, they here es 2 25 e and approve 

all the "the deer Pieces of Reformation arrain” dae „ 
E Taub, com abe * pet 72 2 2 
{1 . with e from the Church: 


and Shorter — cmd I the pr Aſſembly 
at Weſtminſter, and egy e as of Aſſembly 1648, 
Seſſions 10 and 19. as a Part of Uniformity, — 
for _ Three Kingdoms; and ratihed by Act of Parlia= 
ment, February jth 1649. As alſo the Form of Church-govern> 
ment and Ordination of Miniſters, as the ſame was received 
and approven by Act of Aſſembly ace Sell. 16. and the 
Directory for Publick Worſhip, as che teas N 3 
Act of Aſſembly 1645, Seſſ. 10. 2 with all 
Vi OP from 1635 to een 3 that Ti abr in 25 
ar as they were or adyancing and carrying on a 
nanted = Ae ra agreeable to the Word of God, and 
the received Principles and Conftirutions of this Church. 
Likewiſe, they hereby declare their Was to the 68 
veral Teftimonies, Declarations and emitted in Be- 
| half of the Covenanced N of « is Church, from 
the Year 1650 to the Ao 1688; particularly to the Gon- 
tendings and ues re uring that Period, whereby a great 


Cloud of Witneſſes reſted even unto Blood, in teſtifying for 
the Supremacy and Headſhip of the Lord Jeſus over 5 own 
Houſe, and other Branches of our Covenanted Reformation, 
in Oppoſition to abjured Prelacy, and that blaſphemous Su- 

premacy uſurped by the Civil Powers over the Houſe of 
God, Peng! © the foreſzid Period. And they hereby con- 

gemn all Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures whatſoever, paſs'd or mfli- 
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Tub» WI Kd upon any, whether Miniſters, Elders or others, from 

„ . the Year 1650 to this Time, for their Adherence unto, ar 
n Witnefling for, any Branch of our Covenanted Ref erm; | 

men 9 they here — 2 declare their eee to the ſev 

68; Teftimonies, whether given in by Repreſentations and Peti- 
and Sa he Ff Gerd Adi or cchermile oli 


| 7 2 
Yau 
34 


ted 


' ſelves of what they ap 


conſider both their ocun, and the * uities of our 


. — G mT a op Ke 

icatories of this above» 

ae or the ſeveral Steps of Declining and Backſli- 

ding in this preſent A . AN from a Covenanted Reformangh 
once attained A - ly to the ſeveral 

ſentatiens offered by the Minifters , this Presbytery to the 


"0 of the General Aſſembly that met at Edinburgh 
Auguſt 1733 ; and to the Pad 7c Arm aftet wards emitted 
r 


, intirul'd, 4 Tefti to the Doctrine, Worſbig, 
everniment and Diſcipline of the Church f Scotland; as alſo 
to the Reaſons, publiſhed by them, «phy, they bave not ace 
ceded to the — af the eftabliſbed Church. 
Thus this Presbytery have endeavoured to diſcharge them · 
"Ker De to be their Duty in their 


preſent Situation; and t 
Teftimony to the T, ruths of ſed or affaulted in the 
preſent Age, and ave; © he De ections and Backſlidings, 


whether in the preſent or former Times, for the Glory of. | 


00d, and the Honour of his Truth, and (if the Lord may 
be graciouſly pleaſed to bleſs this Mean) to excite the preſent. 
Generation to ſearch and try their Ways, and to turn again 1 


. the Lord, from whom we have every one deeply revolted: - 


As alſo, to bear Teſtimony to Scottawd's Covenanted Refor- 
mation, for the Sake of the Generations to come; that t 
uy rom ſider the Palaces of Zion, and mark ber Bulwark, 
may know what the Lord has done for Scotland ; tha 
they may ſer their Hope in God, and may neither forget bis 
Wirks, nor be as their Fathers a ſtubborn and rebellious Ges, 


 neration, that ſet not their Heart aright, and whoſe Spirit alf 


3 2 6 evith God. And they obteft. and intreat all Ranks 
rſons whatſoever, into whoſe Hands this their 48, De- 
2 and Teſimony may come, that, laying aſide all car- 


mul and folitick Intendments, every Thing may be weigh'd 


in the Balance of the Sanctuary; and that, in the Fear of 
that great and dread ful Name, The Lord our God, they may 
Torben 


and may return unto the Lord, by Faith in the Lord Je 


ſus Chrift, and a particular Ackmoutcdigmenr of Sin, and - 


unfeigned and thorow Reformation and, in returning ta 
the Lord, we may hope and expect, that 'He thar hath 
forn us will heal 1, and that He that bath ſmitten pill bind 
#s up. But, if we go on obſtinately in our Treſpaſſes, we 
have juſt Ground to fear, that, as we are af preſent 7 

away in our Sins, and conſumed under our manifold 41 


may 


| een — and Judgments, ſo a geo and holy God 


4 


. in the whole is, to bear 
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n 


- 103 
be provoked to come out of 
Aa of this Land for FP th | 
may ſend a Sword, or ſome delete ae and -* of 
ment, to avenge the Duarrel of big: Cotionant. - 5 
May the Lord himſelf return; May he look dum fron 
Heaven, and behold, and viſit this Vine, the Vineyard which 
bis on Right: band bath planted," the Branth which l bath 
| made firong for himſelf, it is burnt with Fire, it #5 of ww, 
they periſb at the Rebuke of bis Countenance : May his Hand 
| ho apes 2h M8 of of. bis Right-band he tow of — 
be bath made ſtrong 2 bimſelf, ſo „ not go back 
bim: May he quicken us, and we will call upon bis 


Turn jg Hr "3; his 4 gi e 


. * . 


. | aud eve ſball be ry 
3 5. Oe: 12 FISHER. *. . 
3 | in 
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4 | 
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5 . 
- WMACT- concerning of: 
4 Reverend Mr. Ralph Prekine any Mr. 
1 of Laa Mair as Members of Presbyte: 
$ + 4 18 
A _ th 0 Kirk of Orevel, the Eighteenth Day of = 
7 |  bruary One thouſand ſcven hundred and t | 
4 | ſeven Years. Which Day and Place, the =E 
6 pe ſters and Elders aſſociate ' being met 
d Presbytery, there was preſented unto them, by the R 

Mr. Thomas Mair Minifter at Ovevel, a Paper fign'd b 


and intituled, Declaration of Seceſſion 2 the preſen 
ne Chr e a Kay „ N 
˖ 4 re unto the resbyt That 
—— a tros and — Double of 7 R Pa- 
tefation given in to the Presby Dunfermline, at tir 
Mecting on AR ů RT 
ſame might be read and conſidered by this Presbytery, 
N "The Tau whete- 


of follows; 
" DECKA- 


1 


* - * * 
13 "2 
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DECLARATION. of W 600 
tte preſent Judicatories of the Church ei 


e by Mr. Thomas. Mair Miniſter 

. Orcwel,, given in to — . the 

Presbytery of Dunfermline, met at Dus- 

by) ering, the enn Dey of Og, 
, 1737 Years. * 


. joined in the Rarities RY 


in, given in to the Commiſſion in 

Mr. Ralph Erskine; — tho”I had 2 Exh. 2 View 7 

er Things juſt Cond of Humilj- 

— cg what 5 to be ' to be teflified againſt, which there 
was not then Opportunity to digeſt into Order; yet I > | 
not then any form'd Intention of carrying the 


d Time, T 
T of ſome Koro 250 bee be Ka e 


our = ty pa” 85 7 — for wo be 2 


n, and Len be u 


5 
— Met 


enquire in what — 
Series of this Church have receded from the 3 
g, and what I'm n called to _— the whole. * 


_ & 
- - —— 4 


FFF a 


Ter thee | 


(+ Toy! )) 
if, The Rovers of the Ch Church Hoem the Leaiand Shy 
| fimony, are what appear very great and diſmal;. whether 
| we take a View of the particular Miniſters, Preachers and 
Members in the diffuſed Church, or the Church. 42 - 


iniftrs and in open 8 | _— — 

, and charging the Pee Kal 1th an. 
utter — Rule or Statute as to — — 
ter, except he general Rules of Edification and Order: 
— xray tothe ev 4 en * their nn 
| comrary to Defign t < Golden 

Rules, which make encerding . againſt their Principle and 
Practice in this Vatter. A as they are from: I 0 
Time openly declaring their Mind on this * | 
receiving any Check or Cenſure for the ſame; : the for : 
dicatories of- 2 are in their Pradtice. . 


— — 
Act, 25 contrary'to the Word eat, 2 
to take Place in Practice, even 2s that Method — 
aas much practiſed before that La was 
framed; yeay both before and ſinte the Repeal of chat ini« 
| quous Act, many Settlements have been made in 

gations, even wörſe than the ſaid Act requires: BJ all 
which, many are now ſettled in Cor ono 


ſpecial Branch of a lawful Miniſtry... And. 
Cannot omit it here obſerving ing, That the e — 


in ych Century, ach y A 
c otherwiſe in = . 
r Fring of Kl Tb 
People was nocuary inthe br Flats 
Paftor 1; „ 


+} Porie's Hiſt. p. . 65. 2 I þ d fol 
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od T 


1 


the Aﬀaits of bis 


( ps; ) 
w _Y es as ſome obſerve, it as phe. 711k Cen: 
before this Right e the People ; and 
C of i by P the 1th (or, as theory, 
tue 19th} a Necromancer. | however long and fret vent 
vie, with the fad Prevalency and Senerality d 

— may have much. the on 
of the Weight of this Matter from the Minds of 
Nig ad — but * it as moſt nearly neaxly concerning 
the very Foundations [Chriſtian — it is very e 
videne, that both the — and Reforming Church he 
this Matter very deeply at at Hearty ns. Principle: which 
by all — be mintatied. e 
yum nh ack 


People: Aud 4 the: — 1 
23 was ee : 
— as is ohſerveti by | 

had robb'd the — onl | 


* 


— ee 
whoin the Paſtor was to tobe Charges — — 

Shs nag Son we he Pp 
| eri in — 


in rhe — . ä 


air fefa ae Plebis, ald . 0 
Te bb and . 9 
be ät rute of fuch = ate [awfully -ordain'd 
duet Church; as is from tie very —— 
Bad ef eeir ; Thoſe 
or 


ibmöries, und the proſeſſed 
managing 
Hduſe, — — — 2 Autho 


ofs ro met in the Name of Qhriſt, 


IT] 
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— — Proceſſes 
Tak and in the Conduct witch reference to — 
Cb, who was diſmiſſed without the leaſt Cenſure, yen, 


without ſo much as any narrow niry into his Scheme, 
E the Commi or their Commit 
e: For whatever the Sub· committee hs that 


u et the Committee, who put that Wor 

| = rr fo mach canine ar age os heir Bp 

| port © as eit „ wrap 10 
few to put an End to the Proceſs in ſuch 

as might ſcreen from Cenſure the Broacher of that very 

dangerous Scheme, Yea, ſuch was the Iſſue it was 

bo, as while the Committee and AGwbly 4 


mz — their ail tlieing him from the Change 
f Error to be his aſſerting, That oùr 3 in the Glory 
Cod is the Origin, chief Spring, ſale d, S. af 
ul virtuous and AQtions: And ſo that Bel intereſt, 
r Plerſure and Delight, is ill the higheſt and chief Ma- 


ive to Obedience ; only that this Delight ſhould t 
B CE EE RE 


*:; 1 M7} 7. 
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— ra P ſſ 8 the C 1 1 ion of Mi if | 
if -we take a View of the" Hue of the Proceſs 
Oveenlees at Ceres, and that a Mr. Leung at ſbe (nor 

t with reference to ſeveral Can 


t infit on the Mana 
_ Yidates for the Miniſtry who accepted Preſentations,” and Bl 
Had Accafations led their moral Character, and, is 7 
the Judgment of many, ſo far at leaſt inſtructed, as rendred 
= Delay of their Serrlement, in order to further Enquiry, 
neceſſary for Edification.) When ſuch Inſtances of 
and ſcandalous Behaviour have been wrapt up in the Ma. 
ner wherein particularly theſe four ſpeciſed were; What i 
Ground have any to hope for Redreſs in other Caſes ? « Or | 
hat Concluſion can they draw from the Procedure in thel, | 
ut that it is in vain to table any Complaint of that Kind 
all that will be gain d will be much Trouble and | 
Cha 1 vithout any e 
49 The Law and Teſtimony requires the Lords P 
to flee from Strangers and Hirelings, and not hear hk 
Decals they are Thieves and Robbers;: to beware of falſe 
Prophets,” who are known by their Fruits; and declares 
That they who run unſent, ſhall not profit the People: 
Yer our Judicatories will have People to hear, fuch, or u 
be deprived of Ordinances nagar; 'A& Aſſem. 1 735 
nent the Precbytery Dunfermline. 7 1 „% 
(I.) Miniſters, and fo Judicatories, are 7 cilled to he! z 
Pains'to gather the Flock of Chrift; and there is a Wo pro- 
nounced againſt the Shepherds chat ſcatter the Flock, aol 
_ them not: But Judicatories are now at much Pai 
ſcatter the Flock, and 'deprive them of their: ſpirics 
their Acts, Intruſtons, r. 
D 155 ſudĩeatorĩes are called to lay out themſelves for re 
forming what | 5 amt, und that by returning ta the L 
ad Teſtimony : But now the — Jadicatoris 
Hens too plant 42. 28 . a ſtated Deſign (at leaſt o 
Shoe who n are t rings of the re. vault 
| Have a Covenanted wk if Rfarnides altogether over 
2 and the Church modelled in a Conformity wit 
= not worſe,” And, tho" a good Act was ab l 


„ 


— yet it evident 
as it might rar pay urn of «theſe old 9: 
— — —— 


"Tere made: . ; | 


W wi appointed — 

a — Aiſling that Af 5 Fre 

: this Scheme | t vit ue 8 
_— the leaſt Ceiſure-upon the faid Mr. 


Origin of — Vue) to be the 
h they affoilzic him from the 

Error. Sa that now, not only to 5 
Opinion, but even according to the 
our Delight, Pleaſure or Satisfaction (all which, among 0 
ther Terms, Mr. Campbell makes f. 
| on the Clory of God (by which, as Mr. Campbell explains 
bimſelf, is meant the Enjoyment of an inſinitely glorious 


| God, as He who can —— 
our Sel-love) 1s the fart — and chief Motiv 
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with the — Manbes of Akai w 
and zealous for that Act anent Doctrine, — for the Re- 
viving of our old Rules anent Settlements : Yet it is to be la- 
—_ ——ͤͤ ·ů—õo? 
King Chgrles's Proclamation againſt Profanity, w : 
uſhercd in a very Deluge thereof; and the Exception made 
in the late Toleration, of Popery, and thoſe who deny any 
of the Perſons of the Godhead ; both which Evils do in a 
ſpecial Manner prevail in the Land, without effeQrual Check. 
|- (7:-) While the Lord requires the Stewards. of bis Houſe 
to be faithful, and particularly 2 re to ſnew unto the 
| Houſe of Facob their Tranſgreſſi 33 calls Judi: 
catories to encourage — — — of ſuch.as 
are as i he Ding re ng bay = 


unto faithful Men who ſhall be able to teach others, z Tim, 
2. But is it not for a Lamentation, that while thoſe 'who 
have moſt Evidence of their having obtained Grace to be 
faithful, arc diſcouraged and diſcountenanced, ſuch are ta- 
kenby the Hand and a bearers in the Church, 
not a few of whom give little Evi either by their 
Dactrine ar Converſation, that are or will be faichſul. 
Ady, I come nent to enquire, Mhether I can warran- 
eably, with Safety, and without manifold Hazard, Wo ee 
3 with the Judieatories of the Church; or, if 
the Lord be cllingro # preſent qa pip 
out from them? 
(i.) It — Hae" and; ous is contium 
in Communion with the Judicatories of this Church, if ue 
conſider the manifold Proofs ſhe has 
be reformed, This may appear partiy. from what is abave- 
ſaid; and we may further obſerve; that the:Lord has been 
uſing a a great Variety of Means with usfor along 
only by a 2 Dif} 
1 Hh but alſo by mani 


given pf her haring ia 


Time, nt 
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enc * be letz 
| * — 
threatning us with S wurd, Gs Fa or all 
the three, and puniſhing us by mand rempbrall und ire 
Judgimems ; yer, in Mia of all, fo es OS all Ranks 
finning All more and more; nor un arennmny accounting 
the: he beſt Days, and rhe Georraliny rinking more 2nd 
1 e 8 
boohſh Vi feeping, aud ola: be aua 
ved by all t — kicherto et With; But cen 
ne Jadicrories of d Church, . 
| for cheir Exciromont u Reformation, 8 
to fall in with whefe Menn, bot flipin, cntemnn, ati 
Vvith ſuch Endenvoars' uſed; andithis her tp | 
Continuance of Light; and — — | 
And when, notwithſtanding of erderding great 
and the Lord's eee tiſing vp Is Bad oc ates 


Church; yet the 'Fadicatovics Cann 
and 4 Aoknowleds l Canſer wo — 


Lord's Comroye yea, ure — woes rhe 


Need of ſolemn 
at laſt Commiſhons)>iHavewe — — 
the Lord is about to phad with ws, becauſt . y have 

not med? and chat eis abom th ta dda, thethodge'dk 
his Vineyard, and fufſer it vo be woden dywn? and et 
conticuing an ve in urch Vaſe" (eſpecially 


Jadiratories 

#nay be nad uf m &@ de 
Ar 
| with) ee — — 


(2.):When: 4 eee t u When rs a 

s to thruſt out ſrom Church · commun and See- 
ety, both faithſul Watclimen bronſs of their Bairlifuluels, 
and the purer Part of her who cannot ge ong 
with the Courſes of but deſire to kerp their Qar- 
ments clean; and when the Judicatories corrinue Thus 0 


| 'to'Latraders, S. R | 
a withe-Caſe of:a'Ciry:or Nation thru 

and Horſemen from among them, 

even at's 's Tine when the Ecey is not — — their 


Borders, bur huis the prefers 
ad — Ka Bo 1 is loudly. 


—— OO — — — 


+ © ans. 
| fo Fretkon it boch Duty and Iatereſt for-meity 
3 cop mg yr yer neo 
thruſt out * are under the 
Cendudt and ad Ladbener of the i ef the Lord, ä 
a Standard for the Leeds Cauſe and Truth, d agai 
nur . — | 
(3). I think it appears evident; as due Chai, 
| dente Be is built on the Foundations of tie 
Apofiles and Prophets, > et ans: being the chief Cormer- 
ſtone; ſo, at this Day, t Tabernacle is, by a Chain of es 
traordinary Profidences, removed without the Camp: There 
——— —-— from the Society of 
the . rk this Church for their Faithfalneſs:;:a2nd 
ho are thruſt out, are building upon the true Foim 1 
— of the Church of Chriſt, while the Judicatories f 
— — Church are many —_ overthrowing the Foundation, } 
h as to Doctrine and Government, and n 
the Foundations of human Reaſon and carnal Policy. Ad 
therefore it is wy; Duty, as I would defire-to be approien 
Ede Builder of Zion, to bear Hand to thoſe wu 


Grace aiming ue biking building on the true Foundation. 
5 — Strangers, * eh — — = 
got as are 
n PENG: «hen I cannot ſee either Duty 
in ſuch a near u 
met in the Nam 


* I Eod of ſach — 

n 2 ures: in ie 
of the Church, bo the Gley 

Got 21d Good: of Souls. T's prod. — 

Encmics of our Covenanted' Reformation; and' who 


Opporruvity of pulling down the: @r 


FN . Cod, ſeems exceeding, t, and ; cu 


 trary-to-Reaſon-and-Reli ion. Sure it would be a moſt ir 
congruous and unnatural | y of: 

to reſolve to aſſociate with a Herd of oxes and 

to conſult ſor the Welfare of the Block, and ſo ro adheres 
theſe ſtrange Counſellors; as '1 

be done without their Knowledge 

is and myſt be the Caſe of the on of ti Ci 


(it 
OTE IR high Time 2 eat 
of the Flock, to withdraw from ſuch a Mixture. 
(5.) The Duty of maintaining the Peace and Unity of the 
rn the Bondy of Chriſt, requires this With cw 
from the preſent udicatorics of this Church, as they 
,nftitute and manage: For, 1. Chriſt is the Centre of Unis 
a, from whom the Judicatorics have of « long Time 
Wnakin Defection; and as there can be no ſpiri 
| mon but meeting in the Head, fe 06 ra 
end Union, 53 ol true Unity, in a W ſay of 
. rue it is, there may be Diſſe- 
r 
Centring in Amr Bat thr is is not the Caſe how, is 
lain, n the v . both the Doctrine and 
Gov t of the Church of Chrift are overturned, both i 
Word and Practice, udicatories, and fach | 
| are by them kept in th this Church; as a- 
bears from what is above. 17 3 
in a ally a ſacred one, where t 
a it are te to, 
deftruftive of one another, and that in Matters of the great- 
| Moment to the yery of a ſacred Society ? du 
C 
tt it ts my Duty, E when a 
the Lords Servants poloting — the Centre of Union, to 
* the preſent᷑ Judicatoxies, and ee 
in promoting the Ends of a Goſpel- Mini J 
(6) The Judicatoricsof this Church have been doing what i 
them lay to pull the Crown off from Chriſt's Head,and re- 
fuſing to pive tntn the & doe iw his Name, to give him 
che Glory of his Su ty, by reſenting ſiitably 10 | 
naſphemous Denial! the kung, and, inſtead thereof, h 
kept the l e fa fill Coatmantos wh wi hs 
Church, and refuſe nh by e 
their Sin in this; 
e 


him 1 


* 
20 
0 W l is Hor 2 
N ö 5 7 
* & 
1110 1 4 bs 


the preſent 
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I - 114 ) | . 
Arine than 1s taught in the we of Truth. And 
fore ir is my Duty to withdraw from them, and adhere to | 
thoſe who are endeavouring to maintain the Crown on Chrift's 
Head, and to liſt up the Standard of a Teftimony for his 
injur'd Cauſe and Truth.  _ RE 
(.) It is Duty in the Lord's Sight to make a Seceſſion 
from thoſe who combine to ſlay the Witneſſes of Jeſus Chriſt 
But that this has been, and is the Way of the Judicatories 
of this Church, is plain from their ſuppreſſing Minifteria 
Freedom and Faithfulneſs, and thruſting out ſeveral of their i 
Members for their Faithfulneſs; while, at the ſame Time, Wal 
they are embracing Intruders, and ſuch as may contribue PF 
more and more to a burying the Teftimony of Jeſus. And 
therefore I ought to withdraw from them. * 
(.) The Lord x6 all, and ſo in a ſpecial Manner WP 

inifters of the Goſpel, to ſhew a Concern for his Gf 
and the Welfare of 2 preferring Zion to their chickt Wl 
Joy; and that Miniſters 5 teftify this, by ender Wl 
Fouring by all Means to have the Knowledge of the Lord 
Name propagated in the Land, and to have the Generatios Wi 
to come in Caſe moron the Lord; But as the native Te» 
dency of the preſent Practice of the Judicatories of the WW. 
Church, particularly anent Settlements, is the training up the W 
riſing Generation in Ignorance and Error; ſo, according n 
the preſent Conftitution and Ways of managing, there is lk | 
ot nothing can be done, for preventing this Evil, in a Wayd 

Communion, while the young Generation are altogether de 
ſtitute of a Goſpel-Miniftry, having Hirelings intruded 
them, who cannot preach becauſe they are not ſent: 
therefore I reckon 1t Duty to eſſay in a Way of Seceſſa, 
what cannot be done in a Way of munion with the 
ſent Judicatories of the Church; and which yet is: 
to be done, for the Advancement of the Gofpel, and Good 


09.) Thoſe whom the Lord ſeems to be poliſhing for bs 
Work, are neglected as uſeleſs, yea,ordinarily traduced n 
dangerous in the Church; and there is no rational Proſpet, 
in the preſent Situation of Matters in the Church, of that 


bead vo Few Do 


 receivir ragement. Severals are diſcouraged fron 
* tion for publick Service in the Churd; 
E ing the State of Matters as to the Fountaimd 
* Learning, What Proſpect can we have of a Succeſic 


. of Goſpel-Minifters ? And, while Matters are thus wich n 
I think it an evident Call to eſſay other Methods for mw 
ere 0 


( 2 that 


auſe of God; or their Mouths ſo ſhut, that they cannot ſpeak 
ith Freedom and Boldneſs in the Cauſe, even when the 
eecd is greateſt; So that, may we not ſay, Counſel is periſh d 
om the Wiſe, and the Man of Might cannot find his 
ile Counſel, Courage and strength is retained by the op- 
oſtte Parry? As this is a ſad Evidence of the Lord's forſaking 
ie Judicatories of this Church; ſo I think he is making the 
Light to ſhine upon his Servants that are 2 in the 
Wilderness, and countenancing them in their Eflay of bea- 
ing Teſtimony for him, his Truths and Cauſe, and in Oppo- 
tion to the Defections of the Judicatories of the Church ; 
nd thus giving ſome clear Evidence, that it is his Work 
nd Cauſe that is in the Hands of his Servants. And theres 
ore,as I think ir hoth Duty and Intereſt to follow the Light, 
o the Warning is awful againſt refuſing ta come out to the 
elp of the Lord againſt the Mighty. 1 
| Wherefore, and upon all the above-mentioned Reaſons, 
nd others that might be added, I judge it my Duty to de- 
lare and proteſt; Likeas, I hereby declare and aq 
That I find myſelf obliged to make Seceſſion from the pre- 
ent Judicatories of this Church, and that I can no langer 
din in Communion with them in a judicarive Capacity, until 
ney ſet about the Reformation of the above: mentioned and 
nany other Evils complained of. And, notwithſtanding of 
his my preſent 8:ceſſian, I hereby declare my Refolution, 
bro Grace, conſtantly to adhere to qur received Standards 
f ine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government; parti- 
larly to our Confeſſion of Faith, as the ſame was received 
d approven by Act of Aſſembly 1647; which Confeſſion 
ſtill own as the Confeſſion of my Faith; and to our Large 
nd Shorter Catechiſms; and alſo to our Firm of Church« 
overgment, Directory for Publick Worſhip and Ordination of 
Plnifters, as the fame were 1 and approven * 
| x bg” | Ve- 


's 

- Dice; gh  Onay x 
12 Ber e K Fe d Lord. ra 
 Wmancers, are treading t ard ot the Lord, yea, 
. fernal Spirits, as r ing abroad in the 
* Pirit 5 ung 
Lend) but in the Judicatories Truth, and the Cauſe of Chriſt, 
r ecceive new Wounds from Time to Time: And even thoſe 
1 bo defire to be faithful, are either ſo blindfolded that they 
1 annot ſee the Snares laid for them, and the Plots againſt the 


14 


Hiern from aner E with the 
33 and who are afſociate together in a 25 


— 1 and cndeavouring to lift up a 
a prevailing Evils of the + 


s and. Backfldings s of former Times; accor 
Fi ard of God, the foreſaid Standards Doria. 
eee Covenant of Sæotland, and the Solemn 1 ; 
e venant of the Three Nations And I further be ; 
hat, notwithſtanding of this my x Seceiion, my Fas 
Rclation to the Congregation of Orwel ſhall be held 
po and valid ; and that if, in Conſequence of this my pe 
ſent deceſſion, any Thi ſhall be done by the preſent J&- 
2 in Prejudice of my Faſtoral Relerian to the 
gregation, or in Prejudice of my Minifterial Office 1 
the Excrciſc thereof, Sc. the ſame hall be held and repat 
fiull and void; in regard I defire and hope, thro' 8 
Bll to adhere to wh Covenanted Uniformity,. both in | 
octrine, Wo orthip, LINE cipline 1 which it 
not only ſullied, ſubverted by the preſent A. ba 
ries, not only in the Particulars 3 have repreſente 
others vs = be afterward more fully Jain open. 
And, Fmally, I proteſt, That my Miniſterial Conduct ad 
doe, bark nw and hereafter, Gail e be whe 
rial and Tagen iſance of the foreſaĩd Miniſters aſſocia 
together. I crave, that this wy Declaration and Fm, 
teſtation be recorded in the Presbytery-books, and I 4l 
lowed an Extract thereof, And upon the whole of the 


e I take Inſtruments. 
fer THOMAS MAIR 


| | Aﬀer reading the above Declar ation, the Done M. 
Rahb Erikine Miniſter at Dunfermline gave in to the Prif 
 Hyrery a ſign'd Adberence to the ſame ; and he 3 
. 4, that the ſaid Paper was a juſt Double of his 
| 2 given in to the 1 ag of Dunfermline at the 
eſaid Meeting, And the ue was read, the rh 
ay follows. 


Hereby adhere to the fame Brotefiation as above, vill 
the = ys thercof,as ſufficient, complexly conſider di 
and to the ſame Seceſſion, but under nh Limitatia 


e „ Paint 
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| than 6 Hark 


forth 

in hy lay before cis ay as well as for · 
merly before wp pang y, the 
fore-mentioned — To 5 not only 
my Duty to adbere Root. bur jadge it 
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a Omiſſion in me, not to embr: 
Providence _ in ding i 
to 
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pl Way as can 1 
2 Apr four Brethren abave- in their 
1 — Situation, but alſo aty other Part or 1 of 
me Miniſters of this Church ye rogerher in Name of 
de Lord, n eſpecuall yin Abs. of the 


Lord's Anger on account of the Sins, E 


1 


ſlidings of the Church; in order to bear Wirdeſ⸗ for the 
| Cauſe of Chriſt and his Truths, and und an Deſectiane 
herding + and Land ep wk in they live, And the A; 
: particular ro t 
8 remarkable of Len of E 5 


ed to join with them in this Matter; as t 
tery or Judicatory ſeparate from the Church 


BY == EETT REPEATS 


land, be as they are a Part of that ſame Church, 
tuting themſelyes in the Lord's Name as a alen 
Minifters aſſociate together, diſtinct from . the er Cx. | 
dicatories of this Church, and wimeſſing 17 their 
ruptions and Defections; inſomuch mo 1 ithd | 
from theſe Judicatories at preſent, and 
ſaid Brethren, I intend and underſtand no 
from Miniſterial Communion with any of the godly Mini⸗ 
ſters of this National Church, that are 
vreſtling , the DefcRions of the 
they have not the ſame 
— in the mers 
tend to preclude m if from « Lbeuy 
and joining with the oodles Che, E 
8 wane! ing (> and x in thr y Joining 7 4 the 
or any other Miniſters in t t 
Teſtimony, and . 


promoting the End 
ond the £2) Men enn rank el = ke fa? 
with BY flicatories, who at preſent either unjuMMy refuſe, or undaly 
Jer'd; — to receixe that Teſtimony, were acting a contrary 


E 


and putting Hand to Reformation, the ſame Reaſons 
tm ines e weld neceſſari 1 


* 
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tel; fa 
« wich the: 


« and cleave to that Part, tho* ſmaller, that is endeavou- 
es to retain and maintain a Covenanted Reformation.” 
Which Reformation, and the ftanding Obligation of our 
Covenants, National and Solemn was obliged WY 
F 
res - inſomuc ook upon this preſcat Step 
x — 1 aſſerting and advancing theſe ee Prin- 
Ciples, and oppoſing the Defections made therefrom, to be 
every Way agreeable and conſequential to theſe Solemn 

Vous and Engagements, > DC 
And tho' I am ſenfible what a bad Tendency Diviſion 
natively has, and defire to abhor and fhun all divifive Prin. 
= co and Practices, contrary to the Doctrine, Worſhip, 


U ne 
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vernment and Diſcipline of the Church of Scotland, 
agreeable to and founded upon the Word of God, and 
judge it my Duty to endeavour, thro' Grace, to follow 
after that Peace that has Truth for the Ground and Orna- 
ment of it; yet the ſafeſt Way far purſuing Peace, being 
to cleave unto Jeſus Chriſt who is the Centre of all true 
goo holy Union, and to advance the Truth as it is in him; 
therefors think myfelf obliged, leaving Events to the 
Lord, to take the preſent Opportunity of joining with other 
Brethren, in what I reckon a faithful Teſtimony for it. 
ſuch as I have no Acceſs to promote in the ſame Manner 
with the foreſaid Judicatories as preſently ſtated. Adhering 
therefore _ the above Zo gre tom and Seceflion as here 
explained, I thereupon take Inſtruments. =. 
e RALPH ERSKINE. 


888 After reading the above Adberence, Mr. Mair declared to 
the Presbytery, That he was of the ſame Mind with his 


Bro- 


err 


| 48 8 E AT Sa 8 = 2. 5 = oo. RN III. UTR TIT 
.0'V2 - 838 Cd. + | 


oe 


1 5 
Brother Mr. Erikine: And both the ſaid Brethren further 
T repreſented, That they had read and conſidered the A 
and TOY I en by this Presbytery the third Day of of 
that they adbered to the ſame. And alſo 
they 3 That they were willing to join themſelves to 
this Presbytery as Members thereof. 1 of both 
the above Papers, and hearing their Brethren fully there- 
upon, the Presbytery , proceeded to confidey the ſame; and 
Wl they fund, That the nds upon which their Reverend 
WW Brethren had declared a Seceſſion from the preſent JO | 
tories of the Church of Scotland, were the "Go _ 
\ prom with theſe upon which the Miniſters of cisÞre 
ery, had ſometime ago declared their Seceſſion 
7 PR. Judicatories. And further, the ſaid — 
| declared their Aaberence to the 4# and Teſtimony a2 
at Pertb, and their Willingneſs to join themſelves to this 
1; resbytery as Members thereof, therefore they — 
cgreed to receive them; Litas, the Peedy ytery did, 
ereby do, cheerfully receive and admit their Reverend 
WEEccthren, Mr. Ralpb Erikine Miniſter of the Goſpel at Dun- 
— and Mr. Thomas Mair Miniſter of the Goſpel at 
Drevel, as Members of this Presbytery 8 = bang 
Names to be added to the Presbytery 
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